ee, , 
strength in Weakneſs 
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IN THE 
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Various Trials, and Chriſtian Teſtimony, af that 
faithful Servant and Handmaid of the Lord, 


| IN # * 
ELIZABETH STIRREDGE, , 
Who departed this Life, at her Houſe at Hemp- 
"ſtead, in Heroes in the 72d Year of N 
her Age. . | | 
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Written 4 her own — 
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Shewing 1 pious Care and Counſel to hike Children, 
and according to their Defire, made Publick : Alſo for 
the Inſtruction and Benefit of many other Parents and 
Children concerned. 
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S che memory of che juſt is bleſſed, 
A fo there is a juſtice due to:theit 
memories. Who — l in the path of 

be juſt, which is, as a ſhining light, 


who reſt from their labours, and their, 
works follow them, to their everlaſting 
eward in the kingdom of heaven: of 
or the . and admonition of 
them they leave behind. And chat is 
either by publiſhiag their own. memoirt 


of A * lives, When they leave any, 


ting, and often not the 
leaſt 


which is inſtru 
8 4 1 | 


and and are the bladed who die in che Lord, .» © - 


A PREFACE, &c. 


leaſt edifying, or elſe by ſupplying that 
where wanting, in conimemorating 


them otherwiſe, according tg. the. ex- 


F Fön. 


ample of Holy Scripture, even concern- 
ing women as well as men; the firſt of 


which is done in the following rela- 


tion, written by an early diſciple of 
Chriſt in this goſpel- day of herilabours 
in it, and ry th for it; and ſo the 


leſs. Land of, the latter, viz. 0 ſay much 


of the author; her own book being 
a ſufficient memorial of her, and whar 


ſhe was in her day.;..only as a neceſſary 


introduction to her own account, I have 


this 1 in ſhort to premiſe concerning her. 
I knew her, and wascacquainted w 


ber many years, being my countr y-, 
man; and have this teſtimony tives: in 


| je oper concerning! her, i that the was 
a "religious exerciſed -worhan} always 
ſee king the beſt things, and th 


the goodneſs of God, found: him whom 
her: coul loved. An honeſt“ ſincere; 


render - hearted, zealous: woman for 


Cod, and indetwent many deep ener- 


ciſes inwardly, and:;alſs.ourwatdly;'' by 


reaſon "of contrary ſpirits who oppoſed. 


r work. * the Lord, and * 
191 1 0 


* 
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A PA Ae, &c. 


of truth i in his ſervants and handmaids, 
with whom ſhe was often concerned, 
and bore a faithful . teſtimony. as the 
Lord laid it upon her, and made way 
for her, being a ſerious, weighty, con- 
cerned woman in her ſpirit, - a true 
mourner in Sion for the abominations 


of the times. She had a ſolid ſas + 


voury teſtimony for the truth, which 
ſhe received early, and was faithful and 
diligent in it according to her gift, 
and was well received and eſteemed for 
her ſervice by the honeſt-hearted in 


and about Briflol, and Chew-magna, in | 


the County of, Somerſet, where, .and in 


the counties adjacent, her ſervice moſt». 
ly lay; till .ſhe- and her huſband and 


family removed to Hempſtead, in Hert- 
fordſhire, in the year 1688, where ſhe 
was well received, as by the following 
teſtimonies appear. And ſhe uſed to 
come to my houſe at London, when ſhe 


came to the yearly meeting, and I was 


often comforted, in her ſavoury teſti- 
mony, and to-find that the Lord's pre- 
ſence was ſo'' freſh with her, in her 
latter days. And after ſeveral years 


abode at Hempſtead, and labour and 
A 3 3 ſervice 


freies there, and thereaway, ſhe” died 
in the Lord, and faid down her head 
in peace, in a good old age e, in the 
year 1706, and of her age 72, ; and is | 
undoubtediy entered into reſt, 
And <as' for the“. foflowing papers 
written with her own. hand, in relation 
"to her life, labours, travels! Wexerciſes, 
trials, {ervice,? and ſufferings, with NY 
fire they ſhould be pubhiſhed after her 
deceaſe, for the benefit of her chi ildren 
and others: they were ſome time" ſince 
put into my hand ro peruſe, as falling 
moſtly within the compaſs of my know- 
ledge; eſpecially that part in relation 
to her: ſufferings - and imprifonment' at 
1velcheſter, I being then à prifoner 
there for the teſtimony of truth, in the 
time of the great impriſonment for 
meetings, &c, in the year 168 9, ſhe 
being taken at a meeting at Chew- 
magna, with near thirty more, and ſent 
to priſon by that wicked perſecutor, 
and under-ſheriff of the county, John 
Helliar, of Briſtol, at the inſtigation 
of the prieſt of the pariſh; both which 
were ſoon after cut off by death. The 
f laid nw. Croſs immediately there- 
0 0 L K. upon 
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upon, in veryetemurkable manner, 
as is herein related; and the ſaid Hel- 


liar; not long alter being ſmitten with 
great terror and Horror of mind for 


the violence he had committed on 


the people of God in that city,” &c, 
keeping men to watch with him night 


and day ſor fear xhe devil weuld fcc 


him away; as I have been eredibly in- 
formed he expreſſed. As another great 
perſecutor there, R. Oli ffe, hs had 


made much ſpoil on the ſaid” people, 


as I heard, eryings out het was damned, 


and that they ſhould © make reſtitu- 
tion, i. e, to them he had wronged, 
which he was never- able to do; and 


ſo both died miſerable, and Teveral 


others!” $f qs 


Such a thrifty " ys one, is per- 
ſecurion, that it leaves men never ſa 


friend in heaven or on earth. Oh that 


others would take warning in time by 


ſuch examples of divine vengeance, to 
avoid ſuch things, and do no more ſo 
wickedly. For as the memory of the 


juſt is bleſſed, and the righteous ſhall 


be had in everlaſting remembrance, ſo 
the name of the wicked ſnall rot; and 


wherever 


A PRETA C, &c. 


it ſtinks, as all perſecutors do. 


to her, and owe to her memory, care- 


fully peruſed and put in order the fol- 
lowing relation; which I have been 


comfortedꝰ in reading of, being very 
ſolid, ſerious, weighty, matter of expe- 
rience, warning, exhortation, and coun- 


ſel, written in a good ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding of the things of God, and myſte- 


ries of his kingdom, and very ſound and 
ſavoury in the expreſſion of it. To which 
is added, a ſnhort ſupplement of the 


laſt fourteen years of her life; collected 


chiefly from her ſon's account; with 
an epiſtle to friends, and a warning 
to on formerly, printed; all which 
I doubt not will have an anſwer, in 
every conſcience of ſuch as read it in 


the fear of God; and hope it may be 5 
of ſervice to her poſterity, and benefit 
of others; and that it will tend to the - 


glory of God, and the comfort and 
edification of his people; to whoſe 


. in much love 5 ſincerity 1 


tecommead 


wherever Helliar's name is mentioned, 


And according to deſire, I have for j 
the truth's ſake, and the reſpect 1 had 
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A PrEFaACE, &c. 


Yom 


recommend it, and. all to the grace of 
God, which is able to build them up, 
and give them an inheritance among 
them that are ſanctified; which is the 


ſincere deſire of, Reader, 
Thy real F riend, 


Jos OHN Warr. 


"T2 


London, the 21ſt of ths 
20 Month, 1711. 
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Fro 2 . F riends belonging 95 th * 
emel, Hem pſtead, and the Me ng. 
HY in the County of Hertford, concerning 
E. STIRREDGE, The 875 7 the Thire 


A yer. 

UR dear friends; "EPR and Eliza- 
o beth Stirredge, came here to in- 
habit about the year 1688, whoſe com- 
ing into theſe parts was ſeaſonable, and 
we believe ordered by the good pro- 
vidence of God; for it had a good 
tendency to the ſtrength and edifica- 
tion of friends; for about that rien; 
ſome were buſy to weaken love among 
brethren, under ſpecious pretences of 
liberty, &c. But the ſaid Elizabeth 
being gifted for the miniſtry, and ac- 
quainted with the wiles and ſubtil de- 
vices of the enemy, was made a ſervice- 
able inſtrument in our defence and pre- 
ſervation; being attended with power, 
n and true zeal, for the proſpe- 

rity 


She was ſound and ſavoury in her doc- 
trine and publick miniſtry, and tender 
and affetiqnate in Chriſtiag advice and 
counſet, to the comfort of the ated 
and exerciſed in ſpirit; declaring that 
the way to the kingdom of God is 
through tribulation ; agreeable" to the 
ancient account we. read of in holy 
ſcripture. And ſhe did frequently preis 
friends to ſincerity and uprightneſs of 
heart. And although the Lordi, 
given her a large gift, and: a g 
utterance, ſhę was not forward to ap- 
Pear in cher publick ſervice, but as an ? 
immediate concern came upon her. She 
Was a good example in her frequenting 
meetings, both on the firſt and weeks: + 
days; and was there often made inſtru- 
mental to the ſtirring up af the pure 
minds of, many, by way of remem- 
brance, to qur mutual comfort, by her 
freſh and living ſeſtimon mme 
Her huſband alſo, who departed this 
life. ſome time ſince her degeaſe, was 
an honeſt zealous friend, and her fel 
lowrhelper in the; ork of the Bord, 
inahis proper giſt qc at; ou, l 
an. 
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4 Teftimony of Friends. 


and brother: and they were both very 
near and acceptable to friends here, 
and here-aways. But what ſhall we 
ſay, the Lord having called them to 
his reſt in a good old age; but earneſtly 

deſire, as they frequently did, that he 
young generation might come up i 

faithfulneſs, and fill up the rooms * 
all ſuch, being thereunto ſpirited by 
the Lord, that his name may be more 


and more known, and glorified to all 
ſucceeding generations, world without 
end. Amen. 


Our ſaid friend, Elizabeth Stirredgez 


departed this life at Hempſtead afore- 


ſaid, on the 7th of the ninth month, 
1706, and was buried in friends bury⸗ 
ing ground at W End. in the ns 


_ pariſh, 
John Edmunds, Michael Ti irpin, 
Moſes Weſt, Michael Tirpin, Jun. 
Edmund Neale, | James Stirredge, 
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Joun TrorNnTON's Account of bis 
Neigbbour ELIZABETH OTIRREDGE. 


1 Having opportunity by dwelling in 

Hempſtead ſeveral years before ſhe 
departed this life, had an intimate ac- 
quaintance with her; and as the Lord 
had given her a meaſure of his Holy *! 
Spirit to guide, lead, and direct her | 
in the way of peace, he alſo gave her a 
large talent in a publick reſtimony, 
in which ſhe was very ſerviceable in 
our meetings; being attended with 
power, wiſdom, and true zeal; ſo that 
her teſtimony was ſound and ſavoury, 
to the comforting of the upright-heart= Þ} 
ed; ſhe being many times drawn forth - 
to encourage the exerciſed and afflicted 
in ſpirit; and led to declare, that the way 
to the kingdom of God 1s through tri- 
bulations. And alſo would frequently 
_ preſs friends to upright - heartedneſs, 
ſincerity, and integrity; ſhe being alſo 
a good example in her converſation. 
And although the Lord had given her 


John Thornton' 8s 7. eftimony. 
a large gift in a verbal teſtimony, yet 


ſhe was back ward to appear therein, 
except ſhe found it was immediately 
required of her. She was zealouſly 
concerned againſt that ſpirit that led 
into ſeparation and diviſion, and alſo 
againſt all manner of deceit and hypo- 
eriſy. She commonly had a ſharp and 
piercing teſtimony againſt ſuch that the 
great enemy had ſo miſled. . She was 
a diligent frequenter of meetings, both 
on firſt and week-days. Her huſband 
alſo being an honeſt and zealous friend, 
and fince her, departed this life; they 
being both. ſerviceable to truth and 
friends, are miſſed. - But what ſhall I 
ſay? The. will of God be done; for 
fully ſatisfied am I, that they are gone 
to reſt, and entered into joy and hap- 
pineſs, where all ſorrows ceaſe, and 
tears are wiped away. 


Joun TRHRON TON. 
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Ti is in my n to write ſomething 
as a teſtimony concerning my dear 
and well-beloved friend Elizaberh Stir- | 
enger deceaſe. 
She was one who received che ch 
in the love of it, in her young years, 
as I have heard from her own mouth, 
and as in her following book is more 
fully related, wherefore I need- ſay no 
more of that, but deſcend to write 
ſomething concerning her, during the 
time of my ' acquaintance” with her, 
whteh Was about fifteen year s. 
She lived for that time about ſeven 
miles from us, and ſometimes would 
come to viſit our meeting at Watford, 
whom I, and many more were glad to 
ſee, ſhe being one whom the Lord was 
pleaſed to beſtow a talent and gift of 
the miniſtry upon, which he is pleaſed 
to give unto both male and female. 


ney being all one in Cin Jeſus, that 
; | _ the 
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John Neale's Yefimony. 


ſhe might tell unto others, what God 
had done for her ſoul; for thoſe, and 
thoſe only are they, whoſe mouths the 
| Loid openeth, that do and ſhall ſhew 
forth his praiſe. - And indeed her teſti- 
mony was reaching and affecting; my 
heart hath been well affected many 
times in meetings: with her teſtimony ; 
for ſhe ſpoke as one having authority, 
almoſt to admiration, conſidering the 
weakneſs of body wherewithal ſhe was 
pretty much! afflicted ; but the Lord 
was with her, who giveth ſtrength to 
the weak, and his e was her p- 
7 was her Jot many rimes, \ [how ſhe 
came to our meeting, to lodge at my 
houſe, my-dear mother Hannah Neale 
and ſhe being very intimate friends, 
and heartily loving each; others' com- 
pry ; and indeed her company I alſo 

ved, for it was pleaſant. and delight- 
ful ro the honeſt-hearted; and I may 
ſay her diſcourſe was edifying to me. 
And I have been affected to hear 
her give an account of the ſufferings, 
deep trial, and exerciſes of friends, which 
ſhe, and many others went through in 
41110 0 Bz early 


John Neale's: 7. Nin | 


early days; ;: how when they were going 
to a meeting; they went as it were in 
perib of their lives, by reaſon of wicked 
and ungodly people throwing: ſtones, 
elods, and ALL things at them.” And. 
although many were they that roſe up 
againſt them, yet how wonderfully did 
the Lord preſerve his people in that 
day, through many tribulations; many 
of which various exerciſes and trials, 
that divers of our worthy ancients 
paſſed through, bleſſed be the Lord, 
we. in this our day are freed from. 
Much might be ſaid concerning this 
our friend; but in ſhort, ſhe was a'va= |}; 
. Hant woman for truth on earth, a mo- 
ther in Iſrael, and a worthy faithful 
elder in the huren . Chriſt in ber 
time. . q 
And now my deſire is, eule we ls 
are of a younger generation, and are 
yet left behind, may in our meaſure be 
found treading in the ſteps of this, and 
many others of our ancients, who have 
ſerved the Lord faithfully in their ge- 
neration, and are removed from us. 
Though our loſs-of ſuch worthies be 


great, yet their gain is far greater; for 
a | een 


John Neale's 72 ae. 


doubtleſs they are entered into thoſe 
manſions of eternal bliſs, here joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory is their por- 
Wen and that Tor evermose: Qt 1116590 
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_ REDGE, o the ſame Hand. 


E was a man with whownb was 
well acquainted for many years 
and I may ſay of him, he was an honeſt 
uprighr-hearted man, one that feared. 
God, and eſchewed evil; zealous for 
the hondur! of God, and for the pro- 
motion of his truth on earth; a hearty 
lover of faithful friends, and in his con- 
vt rſation amongſt men, 1 think 1 may 
ſay, blameleſe. ert 
A zealous man for monrhly: and 
quarterly meetings of church govern- 
ment; his deſire was that friends in 
ſuch meetings might ſo wait upon the 
Lord, to receive counſel from him, as 
that they might act in the wiſdom of 


God, 
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Cancerning ber Huſband. 


God, that every thing that is contrary 

to the principle of truth might be kept 

out of them, and that nothing but 

truth might have the pre-eminence. 

In fine, he was a meek-ſpirited and 
lowly-minded man, more in ſubſtance 

than in ſhew. 

I weac to viſit him in his laſt illneſs, 
when he was very weak in body, fo 
weak, that. he ſpake very low, but very 
ſenſible, and was in a good frame of 
mind and ſpitit; ſo that I was refreſh- 
ed in my viſit, and he was. Rlesſed 9 
f lee me. 

He was very patient under his afflio⸗ 
tion, and I believe was n. religned 
to the will of God. 

He departed his life in the. tenth 
month, 1708, at; Hempſtead in Hert- 
e and was buried at friends 
burying ground at Wood- End, in the 


lame county,F 59 
Jon NEALE, 
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\EEING the Lord hath been! pleaſed 
to count me worthy to travel in 
Fon s way; and having found the way 
ſo ſtrait, and ſo narrow, and ſo many 
that have been called; that ſome, that 
have entered into it, have gone into 
by- paths, and crooked! ways again and 
I have found the bleſſed effect of keeps 
ing in the right way z; therefore I have 
a great concern 2 my ſpirit, for my 
children: that are coming up aſter me, 
that they may not he forgetful of keep- 
ing in theuright way, — the 
Lord ſhall be e take me from 
them. „i Ait und bon flonon: oc, 
Therefore it is in my heart, as my 
heavenly Father will be pleaſed to aſſiſt 
me, to leave a ſhort teſtimony behind 
me, for my children, of the paſſages 
of my life, ever ſince I had a remem« 
brance; and the goodneſs of the Lord 
to me all my life long, unto this very 
i day 
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day, which is worthy for ever to be 
had in remembrance, above all that 
ever my eyes beheld, - and in reverence 
to the worthy name and power of the 
Lord is it ſpoken, and he ſhall have 
the praiſe of his own work for ever... \ 
1634. In the firſt place, I was born 
| at Thornbury in Glouceſterſhire, of 
honeſt parents; my father's name was 
William Tayler; my father and mother 
were people. fearing God, and very 
zealous. in their day; and my father, 
being one of thoſe called — hy pro- 
pheſied of friends many years before 
they came; he ſaid, There was a day 
coming, wherein truth will gloriouſly 
break forth, more glorious than ever 
ſince the apoſtles — but ſaid, I ſhall 
not live to ſee it; he died in the 


faith of it ſeven years before they came; 


whoſe honeſt and chaſte life is ot in 
my remembrance, and his fervent and 
zealous [prayers amongſt his family, 
are not forgotten by me. My parents 
brought me up after a very ſtrict man- 
ner, ſo that I can truly ſay, I Was 
much à ſtranger unto the world, and 
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In my tender years I was one of a 
ſad heart, and much concerned and ſur- 


priſed with inward fear, what would 


become of me when I ſhould die: and 
when my lot was to be near any that 
would talk rudely, or ſwear, or be over- 
come with ſtrong drink, I dreaded to 
paſs by them; and when I did hear it 


thunder, Oh! the dread and terror that 


would fall upon me; I would get to 
the privateſt place that J could, to 
mourn in ſecret, thinking the Lord 
would render vengeance upon the heads 


of the wicked. When I jaw'the flaſhes 


of lightning, Oh! thought I, whither 


ſhall I. go to hide myſelf from the 
wrath of the dreadful and terrible God? 


concern, before I was ten years of age; 
I was ſo filled with fears and doubts, 


| that I could take no delight in any 


thing of this world. And when I grew 
up to riper years, I went 'to hear thoſe 


accounted the beſt men, that Jived up 


to what was made known unto them, 


and I delighted to hear them, and be 
in company with them that talked of 
good things, and diſcourfed of ſerip- 


ture, 
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ture, and of God and Chriſt, and- of 
heaven s glory. Oh! how delig htedſome 
wag It unto me; but ſtill I was unſatis- WW 
fied, becauſe [ found I was not a living 
witneſs of theſe ſtares and conditions 
that the people of God were in, in 
former days; and how to attain unto it, 
I did not know. Then did I mourn 
unto myſelf, and ſay in my heart; Oh! 
that I had been born in the days when 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, and unto 
the childien of Iſrael, and with a high 
and wonderful power brought forth his 
people out of Egypt, and through rhe 
red ſea, that I might have knowa how 
to have walked in "the right way, and. 
to have done what the Lord r. have 
required of me, and been in acquain- 
tance and familiarity with my Maker; 
that I mig gbt have known when | had 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed the Lord, whom 
my foul loved, but knew not how c 
come acquainted with him. Oh! what 
would I have parted with for the enjoy- 
ment of the Lord, and aſſurance of 
falvation? Surely, if it were poſſible 
. for me to have enjoyed all the world, 
e freely have parted wich it for 
» | peace, 
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peace, comfort, and en for my 


of 

IC oor diſtreſſed ſoul, that mourned as 
without hope; and many a time, and 
g many hours, have I been alone, reading 

sand mourning, when no eye ſaw me, 


nor ear heard me, neither could 1 find 
comfort, in reading, becauſe it was a 


i! Wl mourn, and ſay, Oh! that 1 had, been 
en born in the days when, our bleſſed Sa- 
ro MW viour Jeſus Chriſt, was upon thę earth; 
zh how would TI haye. followed him, ava 
us fate at his feet, as Mary did ;. 
he freely could 1 haye left my 98 
w WW houſe, and all my Telations,. for true 
ad WW peace, and a furance « of life eternal, for 
ve my, immortal ſoul. 
u- And under this exerciſe * grew vety 
rs ſad, inſomuch th at my mother. feared 1 
ad was going into. A, b and 
m Ml greatly feared my y eg ,and; would 
0 il fats 997 eo IL, { ee tal Lebe 
lat in nothiin Ae ; Walk 
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book ſealed unto me. Then did I 
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ſober young people; but I found no 
comfort in that. Then 1 fell into a 
cuſtom of reading the ſcriptures, and 
to be alone in private, reading and 
crying, becauſe I knew not that hea : 
venly power and ſpirit to have domi- iſ 
nion in me, that was in them that gave 
forth the ſcriptures; and nothing elſe 
but the ſubſtance would give me true 
ſatisfaction, therefore the ſcriptures was 
but a book ſealed unto me. _ 
Then did 1 fall down upon my knees 
to pray unto the Lord, with my heart 
full ot ſorrow, and the tears running 
down my face, and could not utter one 
word; which ſeemed, very ſtrange unto 
me, and ſet me on thinking, that there 
was none like unta me. Bur it was 
the enemy's work, to perſuade me 
there was none like unto me: and be- 
cauſe I could not pray in words, ,as 
others could, and likewiſe under afflic- 
tions, therefore the Lord had no regard 

wnto me. Hor che enemy is as grote 
yar as ever, for the Lord was hear m 
in Every exerciſe, and broke my heart, 
and Hoe my ſpirit, or elſe it would 
not have been ſo with me. Oh! 2 
FER, ns foul 
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foul can now behold his goodneſs, for 
be was near me, although I was not 
4 aware of it; for I thought none was ſo 
d 
ax 


= WM miſerable as I, the enemy endeavour- 

ing to caſt me down, and to make me 

* deſpair. And truly it was the great 
be mercy. of the Yay in preſerving me 
10 from it, for my affliction was great, - 
e and my diſtreſſes very many, the enemy - li 
ie following me with his temptations; and A 
as for want of right information where my 


ſtrength was to be found, which was 
to have ſtood ſtill, and have waited 
upon the living God for ſtrength to 
overcome my. ſoul's enemy. And in- 5 
ſtead of ſo doing, the enemy ſo diſ- \-4 
turbed me, and ſo followed me with 4 
his ſubtiL allurements, ſometimes to 
draw my mind into the vanities of this 
world, and to delight in bedecking 
myſelf in fine clothes, that I might . 
pear comely in the eyes of the world; 
e for,” ſaid the enemy, as for this way 
of ſadneſs and trouble that thou art 
under, it will redound to no advan- 
tage, benefit, nor comfort; thou wilt 
not be in any eſteem amongſt thy neigh. 
bours ; therefore 1 dagd 3 and 
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be at reſt,” *A lyar' he lis, and ever was 
from the beginning; and my dear chil- 


dren, believe him not, if it be Jer 


lots to be under temp ations, or exer- 


ciſe of any kind; or What Way ſoever 


the Lord may be pleaſed" to lead you 
in for the trial IK your faith and par 
tience in any kind, either now, or an! 
time of your pilgrimay e in this lifes 
I fay, the enemy will befool as many. 


as he can; therefore Took | unto ' the 
Lord, and keep him in your remem- 


brance, and pray unto. him in the in- 
ward of your minds, although you can- 
not utter one word; know it affuredly, 


that he is near to help his afflicted chil-. 


dren at all times as they ſtand in need 
of him. Oh! that 1 Rad known this 
in the days of my ignorance, and in 
my young and tender years, when the 
Lord was near me, and at work f in my 
heart, and I knew it not. For want 


of an underſtanding, the enemy be- 


fooled me, and led me aſide into thoſe 
things abovenamed; and 'by hearkeh- 
ing unto him, and the young people 
who were my neig boon. in perſuad- 


ing me, that it would be of . bene 


fit 


, 
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fic t. to me, for 1 was young, and knew 
not what I might come to; and I was 
left of my tender father, and hardly 
any friend was left me; and in my diſ- 
treſs and afflictions, willing to have 3 
little reſt and comfort, 1 lent out an 
ear unto the enemy of my ſoul, and 
let my mind go forth after fine clothes; 
but when it was drawn. out, it went 
without limit; and when I bedecked 
myſelf as fine and as choice as I could, 
it — nardly give me content; tor 
when I had one new thing, when [ ſaw 
another, or the third, I was as deſirous 
as for the former; — ever unſatisfied, 
Oh! the lying enemy, who promiſed 
me reſt and peace, but could not give 
it me; a lyar he is, and ever was; my 
ſoul hates him, and is at enmity with 
him; the Lord preſerve me out of his 
ſnares, and my houſe alſo for ever. 
Bur though he had drawn out my 
mind, the Lord did not leave me; for 
I had many times a concern upan my 
mind, what would become of me: and 
if at any time I was drawn out into 
any rairth or laughter, I felt ſomething 
in my heart, which brought great 
1 C 3 neavigeſs 
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heavineſs over my foirk; but 1 Ener 
not what it was, and J little thought it 
was the Lord, who was ever 00d and 
gracious, kind, * merciful, and ſlow to 


anger, and not willing that people | 


mould run into deſtruction, nor periſh. 
* little thought he locked ſo nar- 
rowly to my ways; but ſince the Lord 
hath been pleaſed to open my eyes, I 
can look back and admire his good 
neſs; and bleſſed be his worthy name; 


and the Tight arm of his ſtrength, who 


hath early been my guide, and kept 


me, in great part, from running into 


the evil of the world, which greatly at- 


tends young people. But bleſſed be the 


name of the Lord, be took me by the 
hand, and led me when I knew not of 
it, in the days of my tender years; and 
if 1 had not hearkned unto the enemy, 
my condition had been well. But as 
ſoon as he had drawn my mind into 


pride, | and to take delight in fine 
clothes, it ſoon became my burden 3 


for in a little time after, the Lord, in 
the richneſs of his love, was pleaſed to 
fir and furniſh his faithful ſervants; and 


painful labourers, whoſe —— 
t * 
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the Lord greatly proſpered: two men of 
worthy mend] dear John Audland, 
and John Camm, in 1634. But when 
heard the report of them, it ſtruck a 
dread over my heart; hraring of their 
lainneſs. I began to think, ow ſhall 
demean myſelf to goto hear them? 
In a little ne after, there was a meet- 
ing appointed by chem, where my ot 
was to be, and dear John Audland was 
declaring; but as foon as 1 heard his 
voice, it pierced me; and hen Fcame 
into the meeting; and heard his teſti- 
mony, and beheld his ſolid countenarite, 
Oh! how my heart was tröubled within 
me, inſomuch that 1 knew not What 
would become of me. a Noe 
Alfter meeting was over, I eparsted 
myſelf from my company, and travelled 
alone two miles, 'becauſe no ear ſhould 
hear me making my mourn 'unto the 
Lord; and out of the bitterneſs of my 
ſpirit did 1 ſay, Lord, what ſhall'I do 
to be ſaved? I would'do any thing for 
aſſurance of everlaſting life; and if the 
Lord will be pleaſed to accept of me 
vpon any terms, I matter not what be- 


comes of this outward body ; if I nd 
fin 
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find out a cave of the earth that I 
might get into, where I might mourn. 
out my days in forrow, and fee man no 
more, I thought I could have been con- 
tented; but it pleaſed the Lord to open 

the eyes of my underſtanding, and to 
lead me by a way that I knew not, and 

| to. begin the firſt day's work in my | 
| heart. which was the Spirit of the 
| Lord. to move upon the waters, and 

U | to divide the light from the darkneſs,” 

1 and when the ſeparation was made, 

13 then could I ſee my way in the light, 

3p « which was the light unto David's 
[1 feet, and was a Janthorn unto his paths;” 

and it will order every one's goings a- 

| right, if they take heed unto it, 

It would be too tedious to go 
through every particular ſtate ;-but my 
earneſt cries were unto the Lord, to 
lead me the right way, and. © to. create 
in me a new heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within me. Oh! let me be unto 
thee, O Lord, what I am, and not unto 
man. I do not take care for this out- 
ward body, do but redeem my ſoul 
from death, and out of this horrible 
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it, wherein I am held as in chains of 
darkneſs, and ſhall periſh for ever, if 
thou doſt not, out of thy infinite mercy, 
have compaſſion on me, and bow thy 
ears to my cries, for I can do nothing 
elſe.” For I can truly ſay, my heart 
was filled with ſorrow, my fighing came 
before I eat, and tears was as my for- 
rowful meat; when I lay down, it was 
in ſorrow, and watered my pillow with 
my tears, before I could take my reſt; 

and when I awaked, it was with the 


dread of the Lord over my ae 


Oh! my foul can do no leſs than 
magnify the living God, who is worthy 
of praiſe, honbur and renown, thank(- 


giving and obedience: for evermore. 
And why ſo? Becauſe” he had conde- 


ended unto the loweſt eſtate of his 
hand- maid; anck bowed his ear unto! m 

prayers, ' and Had a regard untòô m 

cries,' and hath anſwered my dave 
and given me my heart's deſire, which 
was to be led the right way. And 
Sion's poor travellers know very well, 


this is a beginning or a ſtep in the way. 5 
For I can truly ſay, that I never coveted; 
heaven's 8 glory, nor to o de made a par- 
20 a "taker. | 
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taker of the riches, glory, and everlaſt- of 
ing well-being for ever, more than I 
deſired to walk in the way that leads 
thereunto. And I did as truly believe, 
that the Lord would redeem a people 
| out of the world, and its ways, and 
cuſtoms, language, marriage, and bury- 
ing, and all the world's hypocriſy. I 
looked for this change before I ſaw | 
any appearance of it; but all my fear 
was, I ſhould not live to ſee it; the 
enemy always following of me with 
his temptations, to work me into un- 
belief, and ro caſt me down into deſpa- 
ration. Oh ! my foul cannot but give 
the Lord God the glory, the honour, 
and the renown, for he is worthy. of it 
for ever, and evermore. -  - |, .. 
And now, my dear children, this is 
for you to remember, and keep by you, 
that ye may always know the way to 
heaven's glory, and to enjoy true peace 
and ſatisfaction; it is a ſtrait and nar- is 
row way; whoever thinks it is not, th 
they are miſtaken. — Therefore, my th 
dear children, keep unto the daily croſs ur 
all the days of your lives, and to truth's = 
language. And more eſpecially keep re 
4 your heart with all diligence, for out 


of 
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of it are the iſſues of life; then will 
you be brought nearer and nearer unto 
the Lord, and grow into acquaintance 
with him; which was that my ſoul 
mourned for in the days of my tender 
years, which I cannot forget, nor 1 
hope ever ſhall, for I find the good 
effects of it from day unto day; it bows 
my ſpirit, and humbles my heart, and 
keeps me in a living remembrance of 
what the Lord has done for me: though 
the Lord has been pleaſed to give me 
the waters of a bitter cup to drink, and 
to feed me with bread of affliction, and 
ſuffer e eo upon temptation to 
come near and' the enemy, the 
ſubtil ſer pent, t 3 dragon, who was 
more ſobril than all the Peak of the 
field, following me with his lies, to 
perfuade me that the Lord had no 
regard to me; if he had, he would not 
take delight to afflitt me; for there 
is none like thee, ſaid the witked' one, 
thou mayſt look abrond, und fee where 
thou canſt find one whole fortow i is like 
unto Me. 3603 » 00 00.07. 

Then would 1 winde#' alone in ſome 
remote place, where” no eye could ſee 
me, 
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me, nor ear hear me, to ans my moan 
unto the Lord, who hath: ſweetly, com- 
forted me, and refreſhed my ſpirit many 
a time, and hath, kept my head above 
the waters; bleſſed be the worthy name 
of the Lord my God, and the right | 
arm of his ſtrength, chat hath wrought 
wonderfully for my deliverance; and 

curſed is the old dragon, who ever en- 
vied man's proſperity, and to deſtroy 
the bleſſed work of the Lord, as much 
as in him lieth. For after the Lord 
had done much for me, and in a good 
meaſure had redeemed my ſoul from 
death, and by high hand, and ſtretched» 
out arm, had brought me out of Egypt 
darkneſs, and through the red ſea, 
where my ſoul had yg 85 * ſing 
praiſes unto the moſt high God, 95 
lives for ever, and for 4 — Oh! 
let, me never forget ſo great and wanr 
derful, deliverance, bur, for ever keep 
in that that will bow my heart from 
day unto gay, and humble my, ſpiſit 
before the Lord, who hath been pleaſed 
to do more for me than my tongue is 
able to C declare. And although. I can 


ſay, mine eyes have ſeen afflictions, and 
| 199% 
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for the preſent, yet aftèrwards it it brings 


neſs. 

And now, my dear children, my very 
aim and ehd is to make you a little 
acquainted with the work of the Lord 
in my heart, and alſo with the ſubtil 
devices and contrivances of the enemy 


ſet baits according unto peoples nature, 


did he with all his might endeavour to 
caſt me down into deſpair and unbelief, 


out to the end. Then did I mourn 
unto the Lord, to preſerve me to the 
end; for my affliction was very great, 
both inward and outward, and many 
things he caſt before me, that ſeemed 
too hard for me to go through; when 
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no afflictions ſeem j joyous, but grievous 


forth the peaceable fruits of righteoul- 


of your immortal ſouls ; his way js to 


for therein he is moſt. likely to prevail. 
And becauſe I was of a ſad heart, and 
very ſubject to be caſt down, therefore 


perſuading me, I ſhould: never hold 


my mind was filled with ſorrow, the 
0 enemy got ground upon me, and filled 
Emy heart with thoughts and imagina- 
in tions, until my heart grew hard before 
I was aware of it, and I had loſt that 

ſweet 
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Tweet enjoyment and heavenly fellow- 
ſhip that I was comforted. with in the 


night ſeaſon, and 1n the morning light, 
I had great cauſe to magnify the worthy 


name of the Lord, who was pleaſed to 


comfort my afflicted ſoul ; but when 
the enemy had gotten a lictle ground 
upon me, he ſet his baits ſo agreeable 


unto my nature, which was apt to be 


caſt down. And when I had any thing 
ſtruggling, in me in remembrance of 
my {tate and condition I was in a little 
before, and now for a little time I had 
loſt it; I had great cauſe to mourn unto 
the Lord, who was able to deliver me, 
as he had done many a time, bleſſed 
be his holy name, and the right arm 
of his ſtrength, that lives for ever. Fet 
though he was able to do it, yet the 
enemy prevailed upon me a little far- 
ther: for when I was in my mournful 
eſlate, making my moan unto the Lord, 

ſaying in my heart there is no ſorrow 
like mine: and why none like mine? 


Becauſe I had loſt my beloved, and my 


toſs was great; he chat had redeemed: 


my ſoul from death, and had done well. 


for mt Oh! 1 could do no leſs but 
mourn 


mourn for him. And in this time of 
mourning, which was a ſtate very ſuit- 
able unto my condition, had I been 
weary of that ſubtil ſerpent, who was 
too hard for me, in perſuading of me 
] was diſcontented, a murmurer, and 
complainer, and I made the Lord weary 
with my crying, and I ſhould be ſhut 
out of his kingdom, for it was the 
murmurers and complainers that periſh- 
ed in the wilderneſs. 

Oh! how ſoon was I caught by his 


ſubtilty; for he infuſed i in me, and per- 


ſuaded me, it was in vain to ſtrive 
any longer, for I ſhould never inherit 
the kingdom of heaven. Bur a liar he 
was, and ever will be; my foul is at 
enmity with him, the Lord in whon I 
truſt, preſerve me, and my houſe for 
ever: as it pleaſed my heavenly Father, 
who had a regard unto me, to make 
way for me to eſcape: for in a little 
time after it was my lot to be at a 


meeting where a faithful ſervant of the 


Lord was, by name William Dewſbery, 


| whoſe teſtimony was moſtly unto the 


diſtreſſed and afflicted, toſſed with tem- 
peſt, and not comforted ; Which ſtate 
D 2 many 
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1655. many were in, in that day. A true 
- ., meſſenger he was unto many. I 
was 21 years of age when 1 was in this 
condition; but after meeting was ended, 
I dreaded to go unto him, for I thought 
that he was one of a great diſcerning, 


and he would be ſenſible of the hard- 


neſs of my heart; and if he ſhould judge 
me, I ſhould not be able to bear it; 
but yet I could not go away in peace, 


until I had been with him; who ſeeing. 


me coming ſo heavily on, held-up his 
hand, and with a raiſed voice ſaid unto 


me, Dear lamb, judge all thoughts 


and believe, for bleſſed are they that 
believe and ſee not.“ And with a raiſed 


voice again ſaid, They were bleſſed 


that ſaw and believed, but more blefſed 
are they that believed and ſaw not.” 
Oh! he was one that had good tidings 


for me in that day, and great power 
was with his teſtimony at that very 
. time; for the hardneſs was taken away, 


and my heart was opened by that an- 
cient power that. opened the heart of 
| Lydia; everlaſting praiſes be given unto 
him that fits upon the throne for ever, 
who bath preſerved me out of the 
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ſaares and ſubtil contrivances of the ad- 
verlary. 1 e IR 
And now, my dear children, you 
have been brought up in the. way of 
truth; it is made known unto you; and 
my ſoul cannot but bleſs and praiſe the 


Lord my God, who hath preſerved me 


out of the evil of the world ; therefore 
truſt in his name, and believe he will 
keep you unto the end; which he will 
aſſuredly do, if you depart not from. 
him: which I hope you will not whilſt 
you have a day to live; and my prayers 
are both night and day for you. 

I can truly ſay, that when any of 
our family have gone out of our. habi- 
ration, though upon outward occaſions, 


my prayers hath aſcended unto the Lord 


for their preſervation ; and unto this 
day the Lord hath heard, bleſſed be his 
name that lives for ever. For you may 


well remember the many dangers you 
have been preſerved out of, that have 
been likely to hazard your lives, but 
the Lord of his infinite goodneſs hath 


hitherto preſerved you all, that you may 
ſerve him. Therefore, dear children, 
forget not your duty unto the Lord, 
: EE _.. 
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and the counſel that Jeſus Chriſt gave 


unto his diſciples, which was, to watch 


and pray, that you may be preſerved 


out of alt dangers, both inward and out- 
ward, which you may be liable to fall 
into, if you do not keep unto the guide 
of your youth: but if you keep unto 
him, he will never depart from you; 
and keep in remembrance you Creator 
in the days of your youth, then will he 


keep you in the hour of temptation, 
and he will take care for you; © if you 


ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and his 
righteouſneſs, other things ſhall be add- 


ed unto you.“ He hath ſpoken that 


cannot lie, therefore put your truſt in 
him for ever. Then will my heavenly. 
Father do for you, as he hath done for 


me; in the days. of my tender years, 
he took me by the hand, and led nme 


by a way I knew not, and made dark- 
neſs light before me; and hath pre- 


ſerved me unto this very day in co-: . 


venant with himſelf; everlaſting praiſes 
and honour be given unto his holy name 
for ever, faith my ſou. 


Now, my dear childied, you may 
remember ſince. you have had an under-"! 
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ſtanding, - the many ſtraits and diff- 


culties the Lord hath enabled me to go 
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through, for theſe many years, though | 


but weak, and greatly afflicted with 
ſickneſs, and very near the grave many 


a time: and the Lord renewed my 


ſtrength again, to bear many a faith- 


ful teſtimony for him, and his bleſſed 
truth; many various ſtraits and hardſhips 


hath the Lord my Redeemer brought 
me through; which when I look back 
and conſider, I am filled with admira- 
tion, in conſideration how my ſoul hath 
eſcaped to this very day. But this ſay- 
ing of Chriſt Jeſus often comes before 


KS: That greater is he that 1 is in you, 


than he that is in the world ;* and ſaid 


to his diſciples, © Be of good cheer, 1 


have overcome the world.“ This hath” 


been a comfort to me many a time, and 
I often remember a ſaying of a faithful 


ſervant and miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 


whoſe name was Miles Halhead ; When 


J was 21 years of age, and under great 


exerciſe, he ſteadfaſtly looking upon 


me, ſaid, * Dear child, if thou continue 
in truth, thaw wilt make an honourable 


woman for the Lord; for the Lord God 


will 
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will honour thee with his bleſſed teſti⸗ 
many.” And ten years after, in 166g, 
he came to my habitation, and ſaid 
unto me, My love and life is with 
thee, and that for that bleſſed work's | 


ſake that js at work in thee; the Lord 


God keep thee faithful, for he will re- 


quire hard things of thee, that thou art 
not aware of; the Lord give thee 


ſtrength to perform it, and keep thee 


faithful to his bleſſed teſtimony ; my 


Prayers ſhall be for thee, as often as [ 


remember thee.' And ſoon after that, 


a great exerciſe fell upon us; we were 


expoſed to great ſuffering, and the Lord 


had opened my mouth in a teſtimony 


but a little before; yet have been con- 
cerned, for fear my friends ſhould ſuffer 


for me; not for myſelf, for I could 


truly ſay my heart was given up ta 
ſerve the Lord, come what would come, 
But this was the leaſt of our ſorrow ; 


loſs of goods, beating and hurling to- 


and fro, and dragging out of our meet- 
Ing - houſe, and many other abuſes, 


which the Lord made us able to go 


through, and ſanctified unto us; and 


accounted 


r — 


accounted us worthy to ſuffer for his 
name's ſake.  * 

For in the time of ſaffering a ſelfiſh | 
ſeparating ſpirit did begin to break forth 
amongſt us; which added to our afflic- 
tion and ſorrow, more than all our per- 
ſecutors could do; though we went 
in great hazard of our lives to our meet- 
ings, the informers were ſo wicked 
and inhuman, and filled with envy and 
madneſs, that- they ſwore it was na 
more fin to kill us, than it was to kill 
a louſe; and that they would bathe their 
ſwords in our blood. But bleſſed be 
the Lord our God that liveth for ever, 
we were in no wiſe affrighted at theſe 
things, nor concerned at it, for we knew 
him, in whom we had believed, was able 
to deliver his choſen ones chat put their 
truſt in him. 

And now, my dear childivn,! ſome 
of theſe things you know, your eyes 
have ſeen this when you were young 
and tender in the beginning of your 
days; and though but young and tender, 
yet the Lord kept you from the fear of 
men. And in this time of great exer- 
iſe, there fell upon me another greater 
exerciſe 
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exerciſe and travail of ſpirit, which 


ſeemed ſo ſtrange and fo wonderful, that 
I could not believe that ever the Lord 
would require ſuch a ſervice of me, that 
was ſo weak and contemptible, ſo unfit 
and unlikely, my, underſtanding but 
ſhallow, and my capacity but mean, 
and very low and dejected in my owa 


eyes; and looking ſo much at my in- 


ſufficieacy, made me to ſtrive ſo much 
againl 1 it; crying oftentimes within my- 


fel, * Surely this is ſomething to en- 


ſnare me, for the Lord does not require 


ſach things of me; ſeeing there are ſo 


many wiſe and g good men that are more 
honourable, and fitter for ſuch ſervice 
than I ; Oh Lord! remove it far from 


me, and require any thing elſe of me, 


that I can better perform. 
Thus did 1 — and ftrive againſt 
it, till my ſorrow was ſo great that I 
ner not whether ever the Lord would 
accept of me again. Then did I cry 
unto the Lord again, and again; Lord, 
if thou haſt found me worthy, make my 
way plain before me, and 1 will follow 
thee; for, Lord, thou knoweſt that! 


for 
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would not willingly offend thee, But 


1 
D 


ww ——] ee @ © > 9 


1 „% „„ O57 2 wma 7 


| 


1 


for fear, that it ſhould be required of me 
to go to the great men of the earth, I 
knowing_myſelf to be of ſuch a weak 

capacity, I did not think that the Lord 


; would make choice of ſuch a contemp- 


tible inſtrument as I, to leave my habi- 
ration, and tender children, that were 
young and tender, to go to king Charles, 
which was an hundred miles from my 
habitation, arid with ſuch a plain teſti- 
mony as the Lord did require of me; 
which made me go bowed down many 
months under the exerciſe of it, and 
oftentimes ſtrove againſt it; but I could 
get no reſt, but in giving up to obey + 
the Lord in all things that he required 
of me; and though it ſeemed hard and 
ſtrange unto- me, yet the Lord made 
hard things eaſy, according to his pro- 
miſe unto me, when I was going from 
my tender children, and knew not but 
that my life might have been required 
for my teſtimony, it was ſo plain; and 
when I looked upon my children, my 
bowels yearned toward them. The word 
that run through me was, If thou canſt 
believe, thou ſhalt ſee all things ac- 
compliſhed, and thou ſhalt return in 

; + peace, 
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peace, and thy reward mall be with 
thee. And for. ever bleſſed be the name 


and power of the Lord, that ſuſtained 
me in my journey, and gave me ſtrength 


to do his will, and afforded me his liv- 


ing preſence to accompany me, which 
is the greateſt comfort that ever can be 


enjoyed; and this was my teſtimony to 


king Charles II. in the 11th month of 


the year 1670. 
© This is unto thee, Oh King! hiv 


what the Lord hath committed unto 
my charge concerning thee: As thou 


haſt been the cauſe of making many 


deſolate, ſo will the Lord lay thee de- 
folate; and as many as have been the 


cauſe of the perſecuting, and the ſhed. 


ding of the blood of my dear children, 


in the day when I call all tv an account, 
I will plead with them, faith the Lord; 


therefore hear and fear the Lord Gad 


of heaven and earth, for of his righteous 
Judgments all ſhall be made partakers, 


from the king that ſitteth upon the 
throne, to the beggar pon the dung 
Bill.“ | 
i. teſtimony 1 delivered into his: 


hands, with theſe words in my mouth, 
| : Hear | 
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Hear, Oh King! and fear the Lord 
God of heaven and earth.“ And I can 
truly ſay, that the dread of the molt 
high God was fo upon me, that it made. 
me tremble, and great agony was over 
my ſpirit ; inſomuch that paleneſs came 
in his face; and with a mournful voice 
he ſaid, I thank you, good woman.“ 
My ſoul honoureth and magnifieth the 
name and power of the Lord my God, 

for keeping me faithful to his bleſſed 
teſtimony, and giving me ſtrength to 


do his will, and made good his pro- 


miſe, which was, It 1 could believe, 
1 ſhould return in peace, and my reward 
ſhould be with me.“ So the Lord bleſſed 
my going forth, and his preſence was 
with me in my journey, and preſerved 
my family well, and my coming home, 
was with joy and peace in my boſom, 
everlaſting praiſes, glory, and honour be 
given unto him that fits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever, and for ever- 
more. — ö 

And now, my dear children, hir is 
for you to remember the goodneſs of 
the Lord to his children, that faithfully 


follow and obey him with their whole 


E hearts, 
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hearts, though they may be attended 
with many weakneſſes and are many 
times crying unto the Lord, Oh, my 
weakneſs! I am not able to go-through 
this great work, neither indeed am 1 
worthy; there are many honourable wiſe 
men that thou haſt fitted for thy ſer- 
vice, that are fitter than I am; and there 
ſeemeth ſo many mountains in my way, 
and ſo many difficulties appear in my 
view, that it appeareth too wonderful 
for me to go through.“ And ſo it was 
indeed, whilſt I gave way to the rea- 
ſoner, which I have done many a time, 
till my ſorrow hath been ſo great, that 
I have not known which way to turn; 
for it hath dimmed my fight, and hurt 
my life, and. plunged my ſoul into ſor- 
row, whilſt J gave way to the reaſoning 
part. But it pleaſed the Lord to ap- 
pear in a needful hour, and turned back 
the enemy of my ſoul's peace, and 
ſhewed unto me that he would chooſe 
the weak and the dejected, and them 
that were nothing in their own eyes, 
and that could do nothing, no not ſo 
much as to utter a word, but what the 
Lord giveth into their mouths, I mean 
ö | in 
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in teſtimony for the living God, that 
the ſcripture of Truth may be fulfilled 
in this our day, as fully as it was in 
f times paſt and gone, that no fleſh ſhould 
glory in his preſence. Then did I freely 
. give up to obey the requirings of the 
| Lord with peace and comfort, and re- 
ceived the bleſſed reward in my boſom, 
| as I have already ſaid; but our exer- 
' WH ciſe continued by our perſecutors. But 
bleſſed be the name and power of the 
| Lord for his infinite mercies, for ac- 
cording to the day, ſo was our ſtrength. 
A little time after, the officers came 
and demanded money for the king for 
. our meeting together. My huſband an- 
5 ſwered them, If I owed the king any, 
I would ſurely pay him; but ſeeing I 
ö owe him no money, ſurely I will pay 
: him none'. They aſked him leave to 
ſtrain his goods; he ſaid, © If you will 
take my goods, I cannot hinder you, 
but I will not give you leave to take 
them; neither will I be acceflary to 
your taking of them.“ Then the officers 
ſeeing our innocency, for we were in 
our ſhop at our lawful calling, with 
our hands to our labour, and our chil- 
| E 2 dren 


TS 2 
dren with us, the conſtable leaning his 
head down upon his hand, with a heavy 
heart ſaid, It is againſt my conſcience 
to take their goods from them.“ Then 
I ſaid, © John, have a care of wronging 

thy conſcience; for what could the Lord 
do more for thee than to place his 
good ſpirit in thy heart, to teach thee 
what thou ſhouldeſt do, and what thou 
Thouldeſt leave undone.” He ſaid, I 
know not what to do in this matter; 
if paying the money once would do, 
1 would do it, but it will not end ſo; 
but it will be thus, whilſt you keep 
going to meeting; for the rulers have 
made ſuch laws, that never was the 
like in any age.” I ſaid, Jahn, when 
thou haſt wronged thy conſcience, and 
brought a burthen' upon thy ſpirit, it 
is not the rulers can remove it from 
thee. If thou ſhouldeſt go to the rulers, 
and ſay, I have done that which was 
againſt my conſcience to do; they may 
ſay as the rulers did to Judas, what is 
that to us, ſee thou to that.“ 4 
Eut the officers that were with him, 
came and pulled down our goods; but 


the power * the Lord ſmote them, in- 
- ſomuch 


\ » » * , 
4 A 3 1 , x va _— 
& ge as * 1 14 ' B eh * 7 8 51 9 „ a W ASS % 450% 2 7 
* a od * . * 38 wt va ht 
1 . 


7 1 &. 8 9 * 
; ans) 


WIE 0 FIT PPS bp 94 3-6 ag 


(38 7- 


ſomuch that paleneſs was in their faces; 


and their lips quivered, and their hands 


did fo ſhake, that they could not hold 
it long. Then they would force a poor 
man to take them, but he refuſed, until 
they forced him, and laid them upon 


his arms and ſhoulders; but he, look - 


ing much like a dead man, replied, 
* You force me to do that which you 
cannot do yourſelves, neither can Iz? 
for he trembled very much, though we 
had not ought further to ſay unto them, 
after they came in, but could rejoice 
that the Lord had found us worthy to 
ſuffer for his bleſſed truth and teſti- 
mony. : be „ 

A little time after, they had a meeting 
to appraiſe the goods they took from 
us, and other friends; where there met 
together ſeven men called juſtices, and 
the officers and ſheriff's bailiff, and 
many more of their confederates, a 
great room full of them; and | was at 


work in our ſhop; and ſeeing the con- 


ſtable carrying along ſome of the goods 
to be appraiſed, ,it immediately came 
into my heart to go after them; got 
knowing one word that I ſhould have 
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to 9 which made me a little conſider | 


for what I ſhould go; but it more and 
more reſted with me to go; and when 


I came within the door, I ſate down 
like one that was a fool, and had not 
one word to ſay for a time; as near as 1 


can count the time, half or three parts 
of an hour. But when I came in, they 
were greatly diſquieted in their minds, 


and hurried in their buſineſs, that they 


ſaid many a time, that they could do 
nothing whilſt J was with them; the 


juſtices calling one to another to cauſe 


me to be taken away many times, ſaying, 


We ſhall not do any buſineſs this day, 


but ſpend our time in vain, if this 
woman ſit here.“ And they many times 
tempted me to ſpeak. what J had to ſay, 
and be gone; but could not prevail 


with me. Then calling to the man of 


the houſe to take me away, ſolemnly 
proteſting never to come to his houſe 
again, if he would not take me away. 
But the man had not power to touch 


me, but full of trouble ſaid, Sir, 1 


cannot lay hands on her, for ſhe is my. 
honeſt neighbour :* and turning him 
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towards me, es * Pray, Neighbour | 


4: lo a. 


* 


1 


Stirredge, if you have any thing to ſay, 
ſpeak, that you may be gone.“ Then 
one of the juſtices in great rage and 


fury ſolemnly proteſted he would never 


ſit with them any more, if they did not 
take me away; oftentimes wondering 
at their folly for letting of me alone. 
Then he opened the back-door, and 
went out, as though he would be gone, 
but in a little time came in again, ſay- 
ing, What, is ſhe here yet? I wonder 
at your folly.” Then the power of the 
Lord fell upon me, and filled my heart 


with a very dreadful warning amongſt 


theur; telling them, that it was in 


vain for them to be found ſtriving a- 
gainſt the Lord, and his people; their 


work would not proſper; for the great 


God of keaven and earth would be-too 


ſtrong for them. . Therefore I warned 
them to repent, and amend their lives 
before it be too late; for the Lord will 
mite you in a day at unawares, and in 
an hour not expected by you; there- 


fore remember that the Lord hath af- 


forded you a day of warning, before 


deſtruction comes upon you. This, and 
much more ran through me at that 


time; 
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time; and the Lord was pleaſed, in a 
very ſhort time, to fulfil that teſtimony 


on them. For, in a very few weeks, as 


they were making merry at a feaſt, te 
of them died on à ſudden after dinner, 
and the teſt very hardly eſcaped, about 
the year 1674. 

Now, my dear children, I write not 


this, to rejoice at the fall of our ene- ö 
mies, but for you to conſider of the 


goodneſs, and mercies, and dealing of 
the Lord with his people in all ages; 
and to keep in remembrance his.loving- 
kindneſs and forbearance to the very 
wicked, that are always provoking him 


to pour down his vengeance upon thelt. 


heads. Yet ſo great is his mercies that 
he always warneth the wicked, and 
gives them time to repent, and ſpace to 
amend their lives, that the Lord may 
be clear in the day of account ; which 
day will ſurely come upon all Lhe 
draws breath in the air. 


Therefore, my dear children, temem- 


ber your latter end, and the day of 
account, and keep a bridle to your 
tongues ; for he that knows not a bridle 
to his tongue, his religion is vain. And 
bo. 
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| 1 
keep to the e croſs, which is the |. 
power of God to ſalvation. And if i 
you will be heirs of the kingdom of 
heaven, and crown. immortal, you muſt 
| take up the daily croſs,, for no croſs 
no crown; the croſs will keep your 
minds in ſubjection to the living God; 
and being in ſubjection, and ſtanding 
in awe that you fin not, this will keep 
0 you near unto the Lord, in a living 
- acquaintance. with bim; then he will 
; take delight to bleſs you more and 
- wore, to inſtruct you, and to counſel 
Hou in his way, which is pure and holy, 
and will not admit of any unholineſs, 9 
t. nor any uncleanneſs. | 
Therefore, my dear children, keep 
dg clear in your ſpirits in the ſight of God, 
o Nl and beware of the world, and the people | 1 
y thereof; be not in too much familiarity "1 
h WM with them, nor let in their ſpirit, to mix | 
it with yours; that hath been the hurt of ! 
many who have been going right on 
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„their way, and have made a good be- { : 0 
of | ginning; yet for want of watchfulneſs, 4 
and keeping to the guide of their youth, 0 


the light of Chriſt Jeſus, which is the 
Way to o falvation ; and whoever comes 
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in any other way, is a thief and a robber, 
The way you know, you have been 
trained up in it; and the concern of 
my ſpirit is, that you may keep in it, 
and be concerned for your children, as 
your father and I have been for you; 
and train them up in the way of truth, 
and keep them out of the beggarly 
rudiments of this world, that they may 
grow up in plainneſs, and keep to the 
plain language, both you and they; 
which is become a very indifferent thing 
amongſt many of the profeſſors of truth. 
Bur in the beginning we went through 
great exerciſe for that very word, as 
Thee or Thou to one particular perſon. 
And for my part I had a concern upon 
my ſpirit, becauſe I ſhifted many a time I. 
from that one word; I would have faid MW 
any word rather than Thee or Thou, 
that would have anſwered the matter 
that I was concerned in, but ſtill 1 was 
condemned, guilt following of me; l 
. was not clear in the fight of God, my 
5 way was hedged up with thorns, I could 
0 go no further, until 1 had yielded obe- 
| dience unto the little things; then 1 
walked alone, as my manner was, and 
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frequently uſed ſo to do, when things 
came as a weight Or concern upon me, 

where I might be * from all con- 
cern, except my ſoul's concern; Oh! 

that deſolate place where | uſed to re- 

tire alone, how many times hath my 
ſoul met with my beloved there, that 
had ſweetly comforted me, when my 
ſoul hath been fick of loye; and full of 
doubts for fear my beloved had left 
me, and forſaken me. But bleſſed be his 
name, that liveth for ever, he ſtill ap- 
peared in a needful time, when my ſoul 
was diſtreſſed for him, and then wag 
the time I truly priſed him. And this 
is the way of the Lord's dealing with 
his children, that he may teach them ta 
In be humble, and train them up as chil- 
le dren, that they may learn obedience in 

id all things to do his will. And this is 
U, his end in chaſtiſing of his children, 
er W to make them fit for his ſervice. 

as But I little thought in that day the 
[ Lord would have PRES me ſo many 
years to bear a faithful teſtimony to his 
d bleſſed truth and powerful appearance 
„in the morning of the bleſſed day of the 


breaking forth of his glorious light oy 
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life unto many thouſands that ſate in 


darkneſs, whoſe ſtate was miſerable and 


diſtreſſed, and many times paſt hope of 
ever ſeeing a good day, and at their 


wits end; "horror, dread, and anguiſh 


was in the hearts of many, Oh! theſe 


were they that could receive and priſe | 


the blefſed proffers of God's everlaltinſ 
love and appearance, though it was in 
the way of fi judgments. For I can 
truly ſay, that my heart and ſou! de- 
lighted in judgment; though one woe 
was poured out after another; vet bleſſ⸗ 
ed be the day 1 in which the everlaſting 


truth was firſt ſounded in my ears; 
which was in the nineteenth year of my 
age. Oh! let it never be forgotten by 


me, is my ſoul's deſire: but more 


bleſſed bei the name of the EGNd our 


God, and the right arm of his power, 
that hath been made bare from day to 
day, and from year to year, for the carry- 
ing on of his bleſſed work, and the pre- 
ſervation of his children unto this very 
day alive in his bleſſed teſtimony. 
ut the greateſt exerciſe that ever I 


met withal, was concerning this ſeparat- 
ing pms chat is gone forth from us, 


that 
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that firſt boat to appear in theſe parts, 


in John Story, and John Wilkinſon, 
about the year 1670, which I find a 


concern upon my ſpirit to leave a ſhare 


relation of my great travail and exer- 
ciſes in this work and ſervice for the 
Lord, his bleſſed truth and teſtimony, 
that he in the riches of his love had 


made my heart and ſoul a living par- 


taker of, praiſes be given to his oy 


name for ever. 


In the year 1670, which was a time 
of great ſuffering amongſt friends, and 
from that time forward, as it is well 
known amoneſt friends and others, we 
went to our meetings in the peril of 
our lives, and our goods they took for 
a prey. And in this time of great 
exerciſe did this dividing ſpirit begin 
to appear, and in a very crafty man- 
ner did enſnare the hearts of divers of 
the ſimple. And indeed there was 
too many that the Lord had reached 
unto in the days of the breaking forth 
of his wonderful power, whom the Lord 
had enriched both inward and outward, 
that had forgotten the days of their 
diſtreſs, and N the Lord firſt found 

£4 them 


1 
them out, and had cauſed the offence 
of the croſs to ceaſe, and had-gotten 
into eaſe and liberty. Oh! how did 
ſuch fall in with them, to the Cn 
the ſouls of the faithful, 

And in that day of great nou 
| greater was our ſorrow for the loſs of 
our brethren, than for all our perſecu- 
tions, or loſs of goods, or all other 
abuſes of what kind ſoever; for indeed, 
great was our ſorrow on every hand, 
and my ſoul was moſtly concerned for 
the 2 and his bleſſed truth and 
teſtimony. Oh how did my heart pant 
after the Lord, and my ſoul travailed 
night and day before him, for ſtrength 
to Stand a faithful witneſs for the living 

God, whom I had made a covenant with 

in the days of my bitter bewailings, Ml 

when my ſoul lay in diſtreſs and horror; M- 

where the Lord firſt met with me, when 

I was bewailing myſelf in bitter la. 

mentation, ſaying in my heart, © Oh! WW 

that I could find out a cave in the earth, 
wherein 1 might go and mourn out my 
days in forrow, and ſee man no more; 
or that the Lord would be pleaſed to 

Nee af me upon * terms; or if 

my 
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my life would be accepted of for 4 
ranſom for my foul, I would be very 
willing to part with it." 


The cry many a time ran through 


my heart, O Lord, what ſhall I do to 


be ſaved? 

Oh ! the appearance of the Lord in 
that ſtare was very precious to me, I 
very gladly entered into covenant with 
him, to ſerve him for ever, if he would, 
redeem my foul from death, and from 
under the power of him that was too 


I ſtrong for me. And ſeeing the Lord in 


his infinite mercy was fo good and gra- 
cious unto me, as to give me my heart's 
deſire, how could 1 forget it? No; 
rather let my right hand forget her 
cunning, and my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, before I ſnould for- 


get to pay my vows and promiſes to 


the Lord, in the days of my diſtreſs. + 
And now to come to the matter con- 
cerning this libertine ſpirit. —In the 
aforeſaid year, 1670, wits they began 
their work, the prieſt's ſon of our town 
was one of the informers, and his curate 


was another. The prieſt's ſon bought 


him a new ſword, and ſwore, he would 
„„ 
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\ bathe it in our blood; and ſaid, it was 
no more fin to kill a Quaker, than it 
was to kill a louſe. Thus they began 
their dreadful work, which 1s too tedi- 
ous to run through the particulars: but 
they firſt nailed up our meeting-houſe 
doors, and ſet a guard before it; and it 
being one a day that the petty- ſeſſions 
was kept in that town of Kainſham, 
four miles from Briſtol, there being 
ſeveral juſtices there, they ſent the 
bailiff and other officers, attended with 
a great company of rabble, who came 
in great rage with clubs, and other 
weapons; but the Lord was good and 
gracious unto us, and gave vs ſtrength 
according to the day, and opened my 
mouth in a. teſtimony, for the encou- 
ragement of friends, and in praiſe te 
God, for counting us worthy: to ſuffer 
for his name and. truth's ſake, And 
after me, another woman, to the encou- 
raging of friends; and the power of the 
Lord was ſo livingly felt amongſt us, 
that our enemies fell, that they could 
hardly ſpeak to aſk our names. But at 
_ Jength we were fined 20l. a- piece. But 
when meeting ended, we came away 
e ee 2 rejoicing, 
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rejoicing. And indeed therE as great 
cauſe for it; for the power of God was 
over all, to our great comfort. | 
But for all this, the clouds gathered 
blackneſs, and forms raifed higher and 
higher, and diſmal days appeared; and 
many ſet their wits at work, and cons 
ſuited together how to meet in private, 
and out of the enemies fight. And it was 
but a little time that our meeting held 
together; for one that had been à great 
preacher of our meeting; was ſoon wearx 
with ſtanding in the ſtreet, at our meet» - 

ing-houſe door; and was greatly of- 
fended with us, for not leaving our meet᷑-· 
ing-houſe, and come and meet with him 
in private in his dwelling-houſe. And 
there was a little remnant that could 
not conform to the will of man, but 
feared the Lord, and dreaded to deny 
him before men. „„ NIE. 
Then R. W. who was John Story's 
great aſſociate, whilſt the ſaid J. 8. 
abode in our parts, ſends a meſſenger 
to tell us, that if we would come and 
meet with him, and ſomeè others in pri- 
vate, where, ſay they, we may fit to- 
gether im quietneſs and Rillne(s, and 
4 Wo.̃ait 
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wait upon the Lord, and enjoy the 
benefit of our meeting; which will be 
better than ſtanding here in the ſtreet, 


to be hurried and thronged together, 
and hardly any time of ſtillneſs to wait 


upon God. A very plauſible bait the 
enemy had caſt in their view, and in- 
deed too many were taken in the ſnare, 
But when [ heard this meſſage delivered 
from the wiſe preacher, afore- named, ; 


Oh! the concern that fell upon me, in 


conſideration of them that had been 
preachers amongſt us many years, that 


| ſhould have been a ſtrength to the 
weak, and encouragers of the people; 


and feet to the lame, and eyes to the 
blind; that ſuch men ſhould have no 
more courage, nor zeal, nor love to Ty 
Lord and his bleſſed teurd, Oh! 


became my great grief, and I N 


night and day; Lord ſtrengthen thy 
weak ones, and make the little ones as 
ſtrong as David; give us courage and 
boldneſs to ſtand as faithful witneſſes 


for thy bleſſed truth. And bleſſed for 
ever be the Lord our God, he anſwered 


my requeſt, and according to the day, | 


Was « our ſtrength renewed ; bleſſed, be. 


that 
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that hand that never failed us, nor * 
that put their truſt in him. 

So they parted from us, and left us 
as it were in the open field to en- 
counter with our enemies; who the 


more triumphed, and made a by-word 


of them and us; and cried out, Here 
be the fools; the wiſe men are gone. 
Aye, ſaid they, they have more wit 
than to meet. ſo near the juſtice's houſe 
to aggravate him, and ruin themſelves; 
they be wiſe men to ſave themſelves, 
and that they have: but theſe are the 
tools, they will ruin themſelves do 
what we can: a poor company of igno- 
rant fools, that know not their right 
hand from their left; do you think to 
ſtand againſt all the Powers of the earth? 
A company of filly fools.” 

Thus they "leaſen themſelves with 
ſuch diſcourſes, thus to loſe ground, 
which was a grievous exerciſe to us, to 
near any of our brethren,. which ſhould 
have been as valiants in Iſrael, and have 
gone before the little ones, like valiant 
champions to have borne the brunt of 
the battle; that our enemies might have 
ſeen their courage and valour for the 


Lord 


. 


1 


Lord of hoſts; that the Lord through 
his inſtruments might have been glori- 
fied, and his blefſed name and truth 
honoured and exalted over all; whs 
alone is worthy of all honour and praiſe 
for evermore. _ 

But if any ſhould ſay; : Was this4 
diſcouragernent to you little ones? No; 
our fear and zeal towards God was in- 
creafed ; and I can ſay to the praiſe and 

honour of his everlaſting name, my cries 
and ſupplications did aſcend night and 
day unto the Lord, for ſtrength to ſtand 
in my lot and teſtimony, and that J 
might be made able to hold out ro the 
end. And for ever bleſſed be the Lord, 
he fkrengthened my weakneſs, and made 
the weak as ſtrong as David, and af- 
forded his living preſence amongſt us, 
to our great comfort. But till my 

exerciſe increaſed, which drove me to a 
narrow ſearch, and a deep and pon- 
derous conſideration, what ſhould be the 
cauſe of my great exerciſe ; crying to 
the Lord, © Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? Wilt thou be pleaſed to 
make kriown thy will concerning me? 
Is there any thing Oe" in my "hn 
that 


6 
that offendeth thee? Oh! purge it out 


beſeech thee, ſearch my heart, and try 
my reins, for 1 love to be ſearched and 


tried. Lord, wilt thou be better pleaſed 


vith us, to go and meet with our friends 


that are gone from us? Is there ſervice 
there that we know not of? Or am I 
too forward, or over-zealous for thy 
truth?” To this enquiry, the anſwer ſo 
ſuited my enquiring heart: Keep your 
meeting time and place; be valiant for 
my truth upon earth, and I will crown 
you with honour.” On! bleſſed be his 
eternal name, no greater honour does 
my ſoul deſire, than to be ns in 
his fear. 

And another time in great exerciſe it 
often ſounded in my heart, I will 
gather from far, from the eaſt, weſt, 
north, and ſouth, and they ſhall: come 
and fit. down in the 133 with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and the 
children of the kingdom ſhall be caſt 


out.” Oh! the concern that fell upon 
me, and tue cry to the Lord, © Save 
the children of the kingdom ; Oh ! 
gather from far, and bring near them 


hate afar off; but ſave the children 
_ of 


! 


of the kingdom.” This thing was ; my 


. 


daily and hourly exerciſe; many times 
ſaying within myſelf, Oh Lord] ſave 
the children of the kingdom, or take 
me to thyſelf, whilſt thy mercy is con- 
tinued unto me; let me not live to be 
caſt out of thy kingdom. | 
Thus the Lord gently led me in 
theſe things, tending towards this fer- 
vice and teſtimony that he was pleaſed 
to lay upon me to bear; which was the 
very greateſt that ever I met withal. 
For ſtill my exerciſe increafed, my in- 
ward pains grew ſtronger and ſtronger, 
my heart was troubled within me, my 
eyes were as a fountain of tears, and 
I cried out, © Wee is me, that ever I 
was born. Oh! what is the matter 
that all my bowels ſeem to be diſ- 


placed?“ Then the word ran through 


my heart, My ifidignation is kindled, 
and my anger 1s waxen hot againft this 


people, and my controverſy ſhalt be 


with them; and the time is coming, 
chat they will bring more diſhonour 
to my name and truth, than is brought 
by open profaneneſs; and thou ſhalt be 


an inſtrument to proclaim it in their 
cats. 


4 


ears.“ Which made me to tremble be- 
fore the Lord, crying, Oh Lord! why 


wilt thou require ſuch hard things of 


me? Lord look upon my afflictions, 


and lay no more upon me than I am 


able to bear. They will not hear me that 
am a contemptible inſtrument. And 
ſeeing they deſpiſe the ſervice of wo- 
men ſo much, Oh Lord make uſe of 
them that are more worthy.” And I 
often-times cried to the Lord to re- 
move it from me, ſtill crying out of 
my unworthineſs, Oh ! how unfit am 
for ſuch ſervice.” The anſwer I re- 


ceived was, They ſhall be made wor- 


thy that dwell — in my fear. 80 


we continued under our great ſuffering, | 


a poor little remnant, as one may term 


it, was in the open field, to encounter 


with our enemies. But for ever mag- 
nified be the name and power of our 
God, his preſence was our life and 
ſtrength, and according ro the day, 


was ſtrength given. Whereof we had 


great caule to ſay, Good is the Lord, 
and his mercies endure for eyer, And 
we had cauſe to praiſe his name, for 
that he had made us worthy to ſuffer 


for 
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for his hame and troth's falls ; and 
keeping us faithful to ſtand for our m 
God, and confeſs him before men. For = 
I can ſay to his praiſe, I was more en- ot 
couraged in all times of perſecution, ve 
wherein I might bear my teſtimony for m 
the Lord, that had redeemed my 660 W 
from death, and raiſed me out of the Nu 
pit of miſery, that 1 rejoiced to do the I g. 
will of the Lord; for it was more to bi 
me, than all that ever my eyes beheld, I bt 
and to ſtand a faithful witneſs for ne 
him. ; th 
I was conſtrained in the fear and to 
dread of the Lord, to warn them of I A 
the dreadful day of the Lord, and to 
call them to een for their unfaith- 
fulneſs. Thus we went on in our con- 
tinual exerciſe, and in the ſtrength of 
the Lord, and by the aſſiſtance of his 
holy power, were borne up in it. 

Bur now to come to what is moſt be- 
fore me; that all may underſtand how 
the enemy works in a myſtery, and 
- under a fair pretence to berray the 
precious life, and from the ſimplicit) 
of the goſpel, which is fooliſhneſs to 
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In this troubleſome time, it came in 
my heart to viſit friends in Wiltſhire, 
x Mi I heard much of J. S. his going 
on, He had much reflected upon ſe- 


| veral women for bearing their teſti- 


mony againſt that ſpirit; and I met 
with two good women that had been 
upon the fervice of truth, and had a 
good teſtimony, He grieved them, 
bidding them go home about their 
dalinely, and waſh their diſhes, and 
not go about to preach. And faid, 
that Pau) did abſolutely forbid women 
to preach ; and ſent them crying home. 
And furthermore, he counſelled friends 
to uſe Chriſtian prudence, and remem- 
ber what is ſaid in fcripture, If you 
are perſecuted in one city, flee to ano- 
ther.“ So he would have them to alter 
the day and time of their uſual meet- 
ing. And there was a little meeting 
in a dwelling-houſe, and he importuned 
them to remove it, or alter the time; 
and the woman friend of the houſe was 
ſoon gained, not being ſo zealous for 
the truth as ſhe ſhould have been. Her 
huſband being more faithful, would 
not be — in 8 ſnare. She fell 
at 
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at difference with him, and aid. 0 Doſt 
thou think God doth not reveal his 
ſecrets to ſuch as J. S. more than we? 
Ves ſurely; and if the Lord is pleaſed 
to ſave us, and what we have, and 
make him an inſtrument, why Tall 
not we receive his counſel ?“ A very 
ſubtle bait to catch the poor ignorant 
people in. Oh! this was a great grief 
to the ſincere-hearted, it cauſed, many 
to know days and nights of ſorrow. But 
ſtill this teſtimony always lived in my 
heart, that God's anger was kindled 
againſt that ſpirit that "had turned their 
backs on truth's teſtimony ; and! was 
not only fallen into that ſnare them. 
ſelves, but endeavoured to enſnare many 
more. The concern of it began to 
come over me, inſomuch that I dreaded 
to go to a meeting, for fear that reſti- 
mony would be required of me; or 

the time was not yet come! © 3, 
But there came a faithful ſervagit & 
the Lord to our meeting, whoſe name 
was Miles Halhead, who was wonder 
fully endowed with the power of the 
Lord, and great diſcerning; he came 
to ſee me, and ſaid, My love runs 
unde 
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unto thee, aad that for the work's ſake 
that is in thee; for God will require 
hard things of thee; thou little thinkeſt 
what is, at work in thy heart; the Lord 
God of my life keep thee faithful, my 
| prayers ſhall be for thee, as often as 
| have thee in remembrance; thou art 
as my own life, and ſealed in my bo- 
ſom, I cannot forget thee, ſo dear child, 
fare thee well. The Lord my God hath 
ſent me forth once more, and when I 
return home, he wil leut the thread of 
my life in two.“ And ſo it was. But 
Oh ! the“ goodneſs of- the Lord, with 
that ſalotation, oyerflowed my whole 
heart, and melted my bowels into ten- 
derneſs, and my eyes as a fountain of 
tears; ſaying within myſelf, What am 
I but a, poor helpleſs creature, and am 
not worthy of the leaſt of theſe great 
favours. and mercies that the dear ſer- 
vant of the Lord is ſpeaking, of; and 
ſurely if the Lord be with me, Why is. 
It ths with me? Lam under great exer- 
eiſes daily, and ſtraights many: Some 
times it ſeemed to me, as if the Lord 
had withdrawn himſelf from me; which 
cauſed great forrow of heart. But in 
aan 


K 3: 


a little time after, our lots being caſt 


at Briſtol, where John Story was moſt 
of his time, the heighth of perſecution 


being a little over, then he could preach 


one hour after another, whilſt one word 
would hang to another, to the hindrance 
of ſeveral travailing ſouls that have been 


in travail, and pained at the very heart 


for a little time to eaſe their. ſpirits, 
and diſcharge their duty, that all might 
have been comforted together. But in 
the room of that, a cloud of darkne(s 
hath come over, which hath made many 


to groan under it. But Oh! the dread- 


ful agony which I have been in to come 
forth with that teſtimony that had lived 


with me, that I had been fo long con- 


firmed in. Many nights and days, and 
weeks and months have I gone on in 
forrow and pain, and have eaten no 


Fe bread. And many a time have 


lain down in forrow, and watered my 
pillow with my tears, crying out, * Oh 
Lord ! what will become of me, and 
what ſhall I do?” And the Lord ſaid, 
© A teſtimony I do require of thee. 


Then I faid, Oh Lord! if thou wilt 
open my heart to declare of thy our 
| | nels, 
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neſs, and what thou haſt done for thy 
people, and to tell of thy noble, acts, 


and thy mapifold mercies, how ready 


„ 


things, who, can be ar them?“ 

Thus I did I with the Lord, UW 
my burden, became too heavy for me 
to bear. And When 1 have gone forth 
in my lawful. concerns, and have ſeen 


ſnould 1 be to do it; but theſe. arg; hard 


any of them, pains did take. hold of me, 


410 diſtreſs of, mind, and. anguiſh,.af 
ſpirit did ſeize. upon Me 7. inſomueh that 
I ſought out private places to mourn 
in, ſaying, | 2 hat fh Fil 

to a nation of A, ſtrange language, whoſe 


face I never knew, and make uſe.of a 
better inſtrument for this. great work; 
they will not hear, me, w who am. a con- 


temptible inſtrument, neither do I know 
whether "ny of Them, "will receive, Wy 


teſtimony. , i *% 


For there was not one e that knew, for 
what I went through ſuch great exer- 
ciſes; for many fr iends have ſaid, that 
] ge ſomething that lay, weightily upon 


e; inſomuch that I could hardly go. 


= my feet; and they , wondered that 


I did not give up unto it, and ſaid, 


ET, that 


do? Send me 


TE . 


Oh! I cannot but greatly admire the 


infinite mercies and loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, and his long forbearance with 


me, in that he did not cut me off in 
my diſobedience to him, when I knew 
what he required of me, as well as! 


knew my right hand from my left, and 


would not obey him. But ſtill I rea- 


| foned, and cried out, What ſhall 1 do? 


And I thought that if any one had 
borne a teſtimony in publick before me, 
I could the better have borne it; but! 


to be one of the firſt, ſuch a contemp- 


tible one as I, I thought I could not 
do it. But what mercy did not do, 


judgment did; for the Lord was pleaſed 


to lay his hand heavy upon me, and 
with his correcting rod chaſtized me; 
and I did feel more of the diſpleaſure 
of the Lord for my backwardneſs to 


his requiriags, than ever I did for my 


former tranſgreſſion. For I may ſay, as 


true as ever Jonah was plunged into 
the deep, and his head wrapped about 


with weeds, fo was my fout plunged 
into a gulph of miſery ; inſomuch that 


all 


* 


Ww.O jp 5» 


8 1 = 


899 * 


Cw). 


all hope of ever finding favour with 
God again, was hid from me, and 1 
left in ſorrow to lament, as one without 
hope. | x} 
Oh! how did my heart lament, and 
my foul languiſh night and day; and 
I faid, Oh! that the Lord would be 
pleaſed to fhew mercy once more, and 
to raiſe up my life again, and redeem 
my ſoul out of this horrible pit where- 
in I am held as with chains, and bring 
me to my former ſtate again; and re- 
quire what thou pleaſeſt, and I will 
obey thy voice, though I ſhould be 
hated of all men upon the face of the 
earth,” ith 
And before 1 could take any reſt, I 
made a deep engagement unto the 
Lord, to do whatſoever he required 
of me, if he would give me ſtrength, 
and be with me. So when firſt-day 
morning came, I had à great concern 
upon me; and when I fate down to 
wait upon the Lord, the power of the 
Lord ſeized on me, which made me 
to tremble; inſomuch that my bones 
were fhaken, and my teeth chattered, 
and I was in a great agony ; and ſtand- 
| 4 ing 
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ing up, with a dreadful reſtimony, and 
proclaiming God's controverſy. with 
the exalted and. high amongſt the pro- 
feſſors of truth, and Theb 3 as had de- 
parted from the croſs of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, with ſuch God' s anger Was 
waxen hot, and his indignation | ured, 


and I warned them, to repent While 


they had a day, and more, to that «felt 


bur as ſhort as I could. Then a friend 


food up with a great concern upon 
him, ſaying, A living teſtimony i is the 
God of heaven and earth raiſing up 
amongſt the poor and contemptibſe 
ones, "that ſhall ſtand over your heads 


for evermore.* So he went on in great 


power and authority, add the power 
of the Lord was greatly manifeſted 
amongſt us that day. Oh! glory be rp 
his everlaſting name for evermore, faith 


my ſoul, for his bleſſed appearance | to 


us that day, and all other of his met⸗ 
cies at all times, who returned me an 
hundred fold into my boſom, after. all 


my unworthy conſulting againſt the 


motions of the ſpirit of ſo merciful and 
compaſſionate. a Father, who after he 


N had corrected me, received me into 
8 favour 
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favour again; Oh! glory to him for 
evermore. For when I had cleared my 
conſcience, Oh! the peace and comfort, 
and, conſolation that I received from 
the Lord, was more to. me than all 


| the world, or the friendſhip of it. 


So ſome time after, John Story and 
three of his party came to my houſe 
to rebuke me, and was very high, and 
ſpoke great ſwelling words, thinking 
thereby to diſcourage me. John Story 
aſked me, © What I had to lay to his 
charge, and what I had againſt him? 
I told him © What I had againſt him, I 
never received from man, nor by any 
information from any one; but what 
1 have againſt thee, is from the evi- 
dence of God in my own conſcience. 
The evidence of God in thy conſcience, 
ſaid he, in a deriding manner, that is 
not ſufficient for thee.* I ſaid, it was 
ſufficient for me; by what elſe ſhould 
I try ſpirits with, but by the evidence 
of God in my own conſcience.” So he 
ſaid again, that was not ſufficient fot 
me.” My huſband ſaid, © John, to what 
wilt thou bring us now? Haſt not thou 


and all other friends directed us to God's 


witneſs 
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witneſs in our own conſcience, and now 
thou ſayeſt i is not ſufficient.“ And he 
ſaid, again, it is not ſufficient, . unleſs 
thou couldeſt bring witnels that I had 
done ſome evil action, and what could 
I accuſe. him of; or elſe what ſigni: 
fies it to have ought againſt him.“, 

I could have laid enough to his charge, 
of his manner of. going on in time of 
perſecution; but being willing to be 


- 


ſhort with him, I Taid, I have this to 


ſay to thee, that thy ways and manner 
in publick meetings, is much different 
from the apoſtle, who ſaid, “ If, any 
thing be revealed to him that ſitteth by, 
the firſt is to be ſilent.“ And thou wilt 
take up the whole time of the meeting 
although there hath been many. that 
have been concerned before thy "face, 
and that greatly; ſo what thou. doeſt, 
is not ignorantly, but, wilfully.” . F 
anſwered me very angrily, and ſaid, 
I do do ſo, what canſt thou make. of 
that?” I did ſay, © thou art out of the 
order of the goſpel; for it is faid, the 


church may exercile one by one; "and 
thou doeſt not as thou wouldelt, be 
done by. And further I rold kings whe 
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this was not his place to abide here a 
preaching, and burthening the ſouls of 
the innocent; but thy place is to return 
home into the north, and be reconciled 
to thy brethren,” before thou go to offer 
thy gift.“ So many great ſwelling 
words: proceded from him; and his three 
friends who were with him, and ſo went 
away ſorely diſpleaſed. 

And their rage increaſed dür me, 
and many faithful friends, (many were 
concerned that had ſitten under their 
dead miniſtry) but moſtly againſt me, 
for diſcharging my duty, in obedichce 
to what the Lord required of me, and 
committed to my charge, concerning 
that ſpirit which did for ſome time 
endeavour to lord over God's heritage; 
which made many ſenſible: ones go 
bowed down many a time; my foul is 
a living witneſs, with many more, of 
what I have here declared; which is 
but little of their perſecution towards 
me, in *confideration of what follows 
after. For the Lord was pleaſed to 
continue my exereiſe in chat city, where 
John Story abode much of his time. 
And ſeveral more of that ſpirit often- 


times 
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69 
times frequented thither in that time 
of exerciſe with that ſpirit. And the 
Lord was pleaſed to make me fo ſen- 
ſible of them, that in the night ſeaſon 
I had many a fore and hard travail upon | 
my fpirit, when I knew not of any of 
them by any information from any one. c 
Then did I make my moan unto the 2 
Lord, crying in ſecret, « Oh! what ſhall  h 
IT do to go through ſuch hard things? (: 
Oh! that I may be excuſed this day, MW » 
or that thou wilt be pleaſed to keep me ir 
in ſilence this day; then ſhould I be WF be 
very willing to go'to meeting to wait at 
upon thee, and to fit under the ſha e. 
dow of thy wing with great delight, W ke 
where thy fruit will be pleaſant to my I gl 
taſte.” Then it would come up before MW 
me, the covenant that I made with the MW or 
Lord in the days of my diſtreſs, when of 
all the world, and the friendſhip of it, MY wi 
would not yield me one dram of com! a1 
fort to my- poor diſtreſſed ſoul. Then 
did ] promiſe the Lord in that day, which 
was twenty years before that, that if he 
would redeem my ſoul from death, and 
we me aſſurance of life, I would ſeryt 
him all my days, if he would give me 
46 | __ ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, and be with me; for I mattered- 
not what. J went through for his name's 


ſake. And it would often come up 
before me, that they that followed the 
Lord, and loved him moſt, did what- 
ſoever he commanded them. Oh! I 
cannot but admire the long forbearance 


and loving kindneſs of the Lord, that 


he had not cut me off in my gain- 
ſaying, and unfaithfulneſs; for I never 
wanted the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
in giving up to his requirings, bleſſed 
be the holy name of our Lord God, 
and the right arm of his ſtrength for 
evermore, Who al>ne hath been aur 
keeper and preſerver to this very day, 


glory be to his great name for evermore. 
Now I ſhall give a little account of 


one meeting in Briſtol, which was one 
of the greateft exerciſes that ever I mer 
with, or ever went through ſince I had 
2 remembrance, When | was going to 


the meeting, I had a great exerciſe. 


upon my ſpirit, and knew not for what; 
but after ſome time of waiting upon 
the Lord, I ſaw my ſervice, for J. Sto- 
ry was there, who came into Briftol 
the night before; and ſeveral friends 

"IN had 
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had warned him not to come and offer , 
his gift, till he was reconciled unto 
his brethten; for if he did, they did r 
believe that the Lord would concern 1 
one or another to beat teſtimony openly WM 
againſt him. But T knew not of it wh 1 
afterward, for if I had, I believe my t 
ſervice would not have been ſo hard t 
and ſtrange unto me. But, whilſt he t 
was ers a great cloud came over 
the meeting, and I was greatly exer- 
ciſed in my irt; inſomuch that the 
Lord coſtrained me to cry, © Woe to 
that ſpirit that dimned the glory of the 
Lord, and woe to that pot that the 
ſcum' remains in it, for im it is the broth. 
of abominable things, ſuch as the Lord's 
ſoul loatheth, and the ſoul of his people 
alſo.“ Oh! how! it ran through me again 
and again, and I was prefſed- in my 
815 to declare it, whilſt he was ſpeak- 
but 1 was ſenſivle what a diſturd- 
| 25 it would be in the meeting; 1 
„ - would fain have forborne till he had 
done, but I durſt not; for I was afraid 
to ſpeak, and afraid to keep ſilent. For 
if 1 had been ſilent, T knew that I 
ſhould have withſtood the Spirit of the 
Lord 
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ſtrove *gainſt ic, by. reaſoning, and ſay- 
ing, Oh! that; the Lord *would be 
pleaſed to excuſe, me this day, and that 
I. might not loſe his favour, then I 
ſhould. have accounted myſelf happy- 
But all this reaſoning. would not do 
that ſervice that God had for me to do 
that day. But when 1 found no way 
to paſs it by, I ſtood up to clear my 
conſcience, and diſcharge my duty in 
the ſight of God. And when I con- 
ſideree the low. eſtate and. weak con- 
dition that had been in that day, Oh! 


the Lord's. ſtrength ſuſtained, me, for 


according, to. the day was ſtrength given 


me, glory to his [everlaſting name for 


evermore, faith my. foul, for his bleſſed 
reward -was returned | into my boſom 
and he renewed my ſtrength, and 20 


up my life in, doſpinion over. all their 


oppoſition I then met with. 

And thus reader, 1 have given ' this 
ſhort account of the going forth and 
work of that ſpirit; ſince which [ have 
ſeea a withering and decay come upon 
it, near twenty years, POS ſince paſſed | 


over my head. 3 
| 2 i Baur ba Okt 


Lord in my own conſcience. But I 


** 


( 68 ) 


Oh! the many unchriſtian-like treat- 
ments that have been brought forth by 
that ſpirit ; and how have ſome of them 
writ and printed againſt truth and its 
good order; and how have they turned 


their backs in the day of battle, and ; 
have left their brethren in the hands of 


their enemies. Oh! how grievous have 
their actions been ſince the year 1670, 


Now let all conſider, whether that teſti- 


mony that God raifed in my heart in 
that time of my great diſtreſs, and great 
bowings down, and bitter bewailings 

| when the Lord anſwered me for what 
my great exerciſe came upon me, was 


not true; for I can truly fay, I went 
under the exerciſe of their beck 


many a time. And the Lord was pleat- 
ed to exerciſe me, and to cauſe me to 
go through a vale of tears, and a land 
of drought, in order to humble me 
and that I might bow to his will, 2 
obey him in all things; for obedience is 
better than ſacrifice, and to hearken to 
the voice of the Lord, is better than 
the fat of rams. And there is no hear- 


ing of his gracious voice, but by hum-, 


bling under his mighty Power, and fub- 
f je Qing 
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jecting the mind unto his will; then doth 
he make known, his mind. and will, and 
then bleſſed are they that hear his od, 
and, obey it „ and. bleſſed are they, that 
know, his SHY and. do it; Oh! bleſſed 
be his eternal name for e and for 


evermore, ſaith my ſoul, 
cies, , and, favours, and bleſſings, ..and 
good g gifts, and 7 of. his gracious. 
love char 7 hath be ſtowed, upon me, 
ever lince I haye had a remembrance. 
Firſt, in keeping me out of the evil of 
the world in my young and tender years, 


and | pref; trved, me from, falling into ma- 


ny, and, various, and great, temptations, 
of which vi 9A great are, in the days, 
of my , er years, A then for tak: 


ing me ithe. hand,, and leading me 
in Tr 1 alſo opened my ſpiritual 


eye, that. ] „might ſee the way. that led 


towards his glorious kingdom; and for, 
his. preſerving. of me to this very day 
alive in, his bleſſed and glorious teſti- 
mony ; ; and all, theſe his manifold, mer- 
cies, which are, all in my view at this 
time. And in, the. remembrance of them, 
my heart is truly bowed, and with hearty, 
hanging. do, return unto my heas. 
| HH 3 N venly 
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| venly F ather all glory, and honour, and. h 
praile, and everlaſting renown be iven n 
unto my God, and our dear Lord ll 

Saviour Chrift Jeſus, who is ſitting 1 Wow 
his throne, jud ing in righceoufneſs, 

and ſwaying his ende in holineſs; who 
is worthy for ever to be feared, honour- 

ed, and obeyed, faith my ſoul, at this 5 
time, and for evermore. Men 1 

And now, my dear children, it ne 
lives in my heart, to leave ſome of the 
teſtimonies that the Lord was pleaſed 
to lay upon me in that time \grear | 
ſuffering 1 in Briſtol, and near unto it. 

In the year 1680, 1 was greatly con- 
cerned to go to the mayor of Briſtol 
with this teſtimony on their ſeſſions ny 
in the morning, waiting at his door for 
his rifing from his bed ; I'mer with him 

zoing through one of kis rooms, bo- 
ore he was fully ready, and ſaid unto 
him, © The God' of heaven and earth 
hath conſtrained me this night and morn- 
ing to come unto thee with this teſti- 
mony ; therefore do not lay it by thee, 
as a thing not worth thy minding, but 
read it, and well weigh and confider - 
what 1s written therein for * 3 
N ave 


tn, Gy wy — 8 P $3 


OE IO EI OE Wor ON OO Tr og mere WW WW. as. 


(n 


have been clear in the ſight of God in 
not coming, I had not been here this 
ys £3 , 2 
Which teſtimony was as followeth: 
% Tr1s is to the mayor, aldermen, 
and officers of all ſorts, and all that 
have a hand in perfecuting of the right- 
eous ſaints and ſervants of the moſt 
high God, called Quakers, who are 
near and dear unto the Lord, as the 
apple of his eye; and the Lord hath 
faid in the ſcriptures of truth, Touch 
not mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm.“ Now conſider you people 
of all forts, who have the fcriptures of 
truth ſo frequently amongſt you; Oh! 
do you make fuch ill ue of them, as 
not to take notice what ts written there- 
in; ſurely they were given forth for a 
better purpoſe ; for the Lord our God, 
who is full of compaſſion, and bowels 
of tove towards the work of his own 
hands, hath in the riches of his love 
provided a way wherein people might 
eſcape his wrath and fieree vengeance ; 
J fay, the Lord hath placed a meaſure 
of his good ſpirit in your hearts, that 
© never 


way, as your baſty vill wou 


the ſcriptures of tut. 


never conſented to ſin; the which if 


you would give, up to be guided, by it, 
it would make you happy for ever; it 
would teach you to, do unto all men, 
as you would all men ſhould do unto 
ae this is a good, leſſon for you to 
earn, this wonld make you honourable | 
in the Gghe of che nations, and Peau 


ait) hann in the ſight of che peoples then 


na. rending, tearing, nor devouring, 
neither making tavock, nor {pp:ling of 
ourgoods,no impriſoning of theervants | 


of che moſl-high God, for the anſwer ofa | 
goal coniciencs; pe beating an 


Lor eating and chrom: 
ing of the, ancieg , feeble, becauſe 
ſtily.,go ou 105 9 the, 

di Rave, 


them: Oh ! the God of- heayen will 


fe 


plead, for, theſe things; and. 4 Ca 0 
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they. cannot ſo, b 


reckoning; will the great, terryþle,; and 


mighty Jehauah, , who is the: Cod of 
the. | hole car th, cal L for Ji and d readful, 


and, terrible will he be in his pleadings, 


Oh! who. will be able to ſtand before 
him, who is like a deyouring.. fire, and 
all the wicked, and all. that forget. God, 
ſhall. be as ſtubble, before him, ſaith | 
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Now, Oh! ye rulers and people of 
all ſorts, read the ſcriptures, and ſee 


what became of the perſecutors in days 


paſt, for they were written and left upon 
record for the comfort of them that 
live the life of them, and for warning 
of the wicked and ungodly. Now con- 
ſider Dives in the days of his health, 
how he fared ſumptuouſly every day, 
and conſidered not poor Lazarus, that 
begged at his gate. Oh! how hard- 
hearted was he; but what became of 
him? And vhat a dreadful place of tor- 
ment is prepared for the wicked and 
for the ungodly, wherein they are made 
to cry out when it is too late, for one 


drop of water to cool their tongues, 
and it ſhall not be granted them. There- 
fore for the Lord's ſake, and for your 
_ own ſoul's ſake, repent, left you periſh 


to all eternity, if you repent not. Where- 
fore the call of the Lord is once more 
ſounded in thee, Oh! city of Briſtol, 


and to the inhabitants thereof: Oh! 


repent, repent before it be too late, and 
break off thy fins by true repentance, 
and thy tranſgreſſion by ſhewing mercy: 
plead the cauſe of the innocent, and let 


tho 


the 1 g . ; 1 be not 
worſe than them of old, Who cried, 
Help, Oh! men of Iſrael, Kc. But noy | 


there is a company of rude. bays, and 
rabble of the baleſt ſort, with the 
officers, thronging in amongſt us, pręſ- 
ſing of us together without mercy, and 
the officers themſelves taking of us hy 
the arms, and throwing us along until 
we can hardly recover ourſelyes; and 


pulling, off the men's hats, and throw 
ing. them from them in great fury, and | 
hale to priſon many in a day. Gh! 
be ye aſhamed, ye rulers, and all that 
have a hand in this work; Oh! dread 
and tremble before the great and tet 
rible God that made you, and gave 


yau hreath, and being; for he is able 


to,daſh you in pieces like a pottets 


veſſel, and to take away your breath, 
and to lay you as dead men before hi. 
Therefore conſider it before it be too 


late, and before the days of your cala- 


mity come upon you, and the arrows 
of the Almighty ſtick faſt i in your livers, 
and there will, be none to help you, 
nor to deliver out of his hands 5 for 
the Lord will n lis thay Pang 
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ve. 490 that for the treachery, and curſed 
d oaths, pride and oppreſſion of many 
therein, whoſe. ſins have reached unto 
0 heaven. And it 1s the determination 
© of the great God of heaven and earth 
to ſend his deſtroying angel ainongſt 
them, and fhall/ thin them; great will 
be your ſorrow, pain, and perplexity, 
terror and amazement, horror, and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit; alas! for the day will be 
great, who ſhall be able to ſtand in it, 
but the pure in heart, and them that 
have made the Lord Jehovah their 
choice, and love him above all things, 
as well in times of peace as in times 
of diſtreſs, ſuch ſhall dwell. with ON 
Lord: for ever. 

And now, Oh you magiſtrates l- con- 
ſider what you are doing; and you that 
are ſathers of children, Oh! diſhonour 
not your grey hairs ſo much, as that 
you ſhould be found nouriſhing of ſuch 
ungodly actions. Oh! conſider your 
Places, and wherefore the Lord created 

you, it was to ſerve him, and not to 
ſerve ſin, nor uncleanneſs. And where 
fore did the Lord our God, who is rich 


in his mercies, ordain means or a way 
whereby 


1 
whereby men might eſcape the ſnare, 
but that he would have all to do well, 
and live in his favour for ever. Ohl be 
you all awakened this day, and be you 
rouzed up, and ſleep not in ſecurity, 
for deſtruction is near if you do not 
ſpeedily repent. Oh ! conſider the ſo- 
domites of old, how they were toiling, 
and nothing would ſatisfy them but the 
ſervants of the moſt high God, that he. 
had ſent to warn them; and. inſtead of 


being warned by them, they the more 
provoked the juſt and holy God, who: 
willeth not the death of ſinners, but had 
rather they would return and live; and. 
therefore hath he ſent his ſervants early 
and \late to warn the people, that by 


taking warning they might eſcape the 


wrath of the moſt high God, that all 


are liable to fall into, that are adding 


ſin unto fin. And truly I know nothing 


more likely to draw down the ven- 


geance of the dreadful and terrible God, 
than to cruelly uſe his children, and to 
make them to groan under their oppreſ- 
ſion, as Pharaoh did in his day; until 
their groans pierced the ears of the Lord, 


and he ſaid, <I have heard the n 
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of my people, and I am come down to de- 


liver them.” And truly our God is the 
ſame, as great in power, and as mighty 
to deliver at this day, as he was in that 
| day. And truly if you do thus go on, 


as you have already done, your days 
will be ſhortened, and you ſhalt not. 
proſper. Therefore conſider it in time, 


I increat you, as you tender the g 
of your own fouls, and your childrens, 
be not patterns of cruelty to ſucceeding 


generations, leave not your names upon 
record for ſuch ungodly actions, and 
unchriſtian- like dealings, as perſecuting 
your honeſt neighbours for keeping 


their conſciences void of offence towards 


God, and all men; for it is becauſe we 
fear the great God of heaven and earth 
that made us, and gave us our breath 
and being, and durſt not betray our 


Lord and Maſter, as Judas did in his 


day; but mark what became of him. 


I ſay, becauſe we durſt not deny the 
Lord, nor wrong our own fouls, there- 


fore are we ſufferers this day under your 


cruelty, And as I have already faid, 
that the juſt and righteous God of hea- 
ven and earth, who will one day plead 

2 7 — 4 „0 


THI 
wich all de, and not one ſhall oſcapd 
from his tribunal ſeat without a juſt re- 
compence of reward for their deeds done 
in their life time. I ſay again, he is no 
reſpecter of perſons, he regardeth not 
the rich no more than the poor, he is 
juſt in all his judgments, and equal in 
his ways, ever bleſſed and honoured be 

his worthy name, and his honourable 
truth, ſaith my ſoul, for ever, and for 
evermore. Amen. 1 
Theſe things rod been i 
upon my ſpirit, and for the clearing of 
my conſcience have I writ them, de- 
ſiring your moderation may appear, and 
that noble Spirit may ariſe in you, that 
was in them of old, who t:ied all things, 
and held faſt that which was good. 
However it be, whether you will hear, 
or forbear, clear ſhall I be in the ſight 
of my God; who ſaid to his ſervant 
in the days of old, © If thou warn the 
wicked, and they turn not from their 
wickedneſs, yet thou haſt delivered, thy 
ſoul, but his blood thall be upon: his. | 
own head. NED 25 
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And it further liveth with me to 
leave a relation of our ſuffering, trials, 


and impriſonment in the year 1683, that | 
if it may fall to any of your lots to 


ſuffer for truth's teſtimony, or for the 
anſwer of a good conſcience in any caſe 


whatever, T mean in things relating to 


the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God, which you may be aſſured to meet 
withal during the time of y6ur pilgrim- 
age here. Well, T have this to ſay, and 
this: teſtimony to bear for the living 
God, and his everlaſting mercies, that 
amongſt the many bleſſings, and favours 
and deliverances, that we are made par- 


takers of from year to year, for theſe 


ſeven and thirty years; which bleſſed 
be the name and power of our God, he 
hath made me a living witneſs, and an 
enjoyer of his bleſſed truth: and amongſt 
all the bleſſed ſeaſons of his love, this 
was the greateſt of mercies unto me, 


for the God of heaven and earth was 
with us at our downlying, and upriſing; 


and whilſt we ſlept, he kept us, and 
when we awaked, he was preſent with 


us, the . 5 hand of his power _— 
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and made hard things eaſy unto' us, * 


bitter things ſweet. When we awaked 
in the night ſeaſon, ſpiritual grogns 
aſcended unto him, and in the morning 
light, living thankſgiving and high 
pra! les was returned unto him that 


liveth for eyermore; who was the God 


and Father of all our mercies and bleſ- 
ſings, and gave us ſtrength, courage, 


and boldneſs, to ſtand faithful unto our 
teſtimony, to the praiſe of the Lord. The 


terror of evil times did not affright vs, 
though our enemies determined our 


ruin and deſtruction, and pleaſed cer. | 


Rives in afflicting of us. 
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7 he Way: and Manner of our going to 
1 N _ by bet pon we "were Pere 


county” of Somerſet | (Whither we re- 
moved ſome time before, and where we 
then dwelt) who was a great perſecutor 
twenty years before, but had left it for 
ſome years; until he began afreſh with 
us, his rage being again renewed againſt 
friends, for their faithfulneſs to the 
Lord, and his bleſſed truth. He was 


} 15 T * 15 \ . 


NE Robert „Cle prieſt of the 


greatly offended, but againſt- me in par- 


ticular; was he enraged greatly; to that 


degree, that he faid, * If he could bot 
live to ſee me ruined arid my huſband 


for: my ſake; he cared not if he died 
next day.” And that which enraged 


him againſt me was, I being with: 4 
neighbour that lay very weak, and on 


her 'death=bed, there being ſeveral! of 
the ſaid prieſt's congregation, Thada 
teſtimony amongſt them, deelarimg a 
day of mortality. 1 whiet accords 
ingly: fell out to three or four im twe 
weeks time, which was taken notice of; 1 


pariſh. of Chew- magna, in -the- 
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and the prieſt being told of it, way 
enraged as aforeſaid, and contrived and 
made ule of ſeveral inſtruments for the 
carrying on of his curſed work. He 
ſent to the neighbouring juſtice, and 
threatened him, That it ſnould coſt 
him an hundred pounds, if he did not 
put the king's laws in execution againk 
the Quakers,” as the juſtice told me 
bimſelf, upon a time when they took 
me from aà burial, and had me before 


before me at this time. 
It being my lot to be at the burial 
of a daughter of one profeſſing truth, 


where I had a teſtimony to the people, 


many being there of the prieſt's com- 
| pany, which greatly offended him. The 
next week after, the father of this young 


woman dying alſo; the day of his burial 


| happening on the very day that ſeveral 


Juſtices were met at their petty-ſeſions, 


near the burying-place of friends, they | 
ſent a warrant, with ſame officers, in- 


to our burying-yard, to bring away 


Preacher and bearers, if any one there 
was that did take upon them to presch, 


there being 8 great concourle of people 


man 


—.— 
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many coming in with the officers to ſee 
what they would do unto us; and a 
very great company wich the corpſe. 
And no ſooner were we come into the 
yard, and the multitude, but the power 
of the Lord ſeized upon me, and made 
me to tremble, that I could hardly ſtand 
on my feet; but by taking hold on a 
friend that was near me, ſaid; © There 
is a day coming, in the which the God 
of heaven and earth will be too ſtrong 
for the ſtout - hearted amongſt you; 
therefore repent, and amend your lives, 
while you have a day, and a time, 
for as the tree falls, ſo it lieth, and 
as death leaves, judgment finds, for 
there is no repentance in the grave; 
therefore haſten, haſten to repentance, 

and amendment of life, for the great 
God of heaven and earth will thin this 
nation, for the people are too many that 
are ſinning againſt the Lord.“ This, 
and much more ran through me, for 
my heart was opened, and my ſpirit 
greatly enlarged by the mighty power 
of the Lord, and drawn forth in bowels 


of love towards the people; for I ſaw 


the tears running down many faces, and 
many ſaid, they would never be again 
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as they had been And the e 


ſtanding by me. with a warrant? in his 
poeket, he exceedingly trembled, and 
could hardly open the warrant without 
rending it, ctying. Oh! that A, had 
been twenty miles from my habitation, 
that I had not had a hand-1n: this work 
this day; pray do not you take it ill of 
me, for I: am forced to it; you muſt go 


with me before the juſſices z bur Lwiſh 


L had! been farther, I. then I had Had 
no hand in troubling of- you z pray do 


not you be angry withymt.“ I. ſaid, do 


not be troubled ſo — Jam not 
offended, 1 will; 80. With thee.” 1 26 no! 

So when we came before them (the 
juſtices) one of them was greatly zen- 
raged againſt me; he ſaid. Lou Are an 


old propheteſs, II know: /qpou of, olda! 


He might well ſay ſd; forche was :ont f 
them that I bore a dreadful teſtimony 
amongſt ten years before, He greatly: 
thieatened:: me, and ſaid, I — ig. 


to priſon, and he! would grin my chu, 


band; but where is he? He careth little 


for, vou, Ia will wartant you, . lf 
would have come witheyou, gandohdt 


yore Seen aui to eee ; priſon: 
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by yourſelf ; you are a troubleſome 


woman: parſon Croſs complains of you: 


you ſcatter his flock, and have done 
him more injury than all the Quakers 
ever did; you made an oration at the 
daughter's 2 the laſt week, and 
now at the 
tainly go to priſon, that ſhall be the 
leaſt I will do unto you. Thus he went 
on in an outrageous manner, and I ſtood 
before him, looking ſtedfaſtly upon 
him, and did not anſwer one word in 
all this time; but he continued, and 
ſaid, © You are a ſubtle woman, your 
tongue is at liberty when you are with 


your conventicle; but now you are 


dumb now you are come before us, I 
will fend you to priſon.“ I ſaid, I am 


not ſo much frighted at à prifon, as 
thou thinkeſt I am; but if thou ſend _ 


me to priſon, and ſhorten my days, 
becauſe of my weakneſs, thou will bur 
bring innocent blood upon thy head, 
and that will ery aloud for vengeance.” 
HFle ſaid unto me, Why do you 
break the king's laws then? And why 
do not you go to church? You are 
running headlong into Popery.' I 
| . deny 
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ather's alſo; you ſhall cer- 
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king's. laws, you were but at a (burial | kn 


1 ſay you to that “ I did not pre- 


of 36 5 


deny the pope, ſaid I, and his aQtions, ſent! 
Do you love the king, ſaid he? *:Yeg W 


ſaid IJ. Why do you not obey his — wou 
_ then?” ſaid 4th «1 have broken no law I 


this day, ſaid * I was at a burial, and I forn 
it is no breach of law to bury our dead; The 


Well, faid he, you ſay you have broken I hin 


no law, will you keep the king's law Cu. 
for the time to come, and leave off hold. Neve 
ing conventicles, and preaching ?“ “8 dea 
far as the king's laws do not wrong I not 
my conſcience, faid I; Iwill keep them, ¶ cro 
but I will not wrong my conſcience for I ſen 


the king, nor no man elſe; and I do the 


not know whether ever the Lord may the 
open my mouth again; but if he do 4g 
and unlooſe my tongue to ſpeak, I ſhall tel] 
not keep ſilent.” * So, you can talk. Hane 
now, when you pleaſe; but, ſaid he to her 
them that ſate by him, ſhe will be dumb bre 
again by and by. I will aſk her ane. PA 
queſtion that ſhall make her dumb again} di 
Well, you fay you. have not broken the ! 


but Iwill warrant you held a convnen- hi 
ticle amongſt the people at John Hall's I *- 
houſe, before you brought him forth; Su 
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ſently 


would be dumb.“ Then I anſwered, 


Jam no informer; Judas was an in- 
former, when he betrayed his maſter.“ 
Then he looked on them that were by 
theſe 


him, and ſaid, I é tell you, 
Quakers are the ſubtleſt people that 


ever we have to do withal, there is no 
will . 
not ſpeak at all, and another white ſuch 


dealing with them; one while they 
croſs anſwers as this; I proteſt I will 
ſend her to priſon.” 
the clerk to make my 
the officer was called for; 
raged at him, and ſaid, 


then he 


brought two or three rich men to have 
paid for all the: conventicle“ 


did not know them,“ ſaid He: © No, 


J will make you ſwear you did not 


know them; give him the book, make 
him kiſs the book.“ The poor man 
was ſo ſcared at it, that he cried, Pray 
Sir, do not you do it, I cannot ſwear.? 
Then looked. on the juſtices, and Aaid, 


« My, 


anſwer him, until he ſaid again, 
«Why do not you anſwer? I knew ſhe 


Then he called 
mittimus, and 


Fou ſilly 
fellow, you have let all the mien go, 
and have brought a troubleſome woman 
here to trouble us; you ſhould have 
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© My ſoul is grieved to ſee how you op- | 
preis men's ſpirits, in forcing of them = th 
to wrong their conſciences; do you fl to 
not think that the juſt and righteous us 
God will not viſit for theſe things? Yes, an 
verily, a day of reckoning will the great I ar 
God of heaven and earth call for, and m 
dreadful and terrible will it be to all v 
the workers of iniquity.” Then the other 
Juttice that ſate by, and had forborne h 
meddling all the time, being a mode - h 
rate man, who was not forward in per- a 
ſecuting his neighbours ; he ſeeing the © © 
other ſo furious, ſaid, Come, let us p 
come to the matter in hand; this h 
woman was at a burial, and there are t 
many rehgions in the world, and all 0 
. have their way to bury their dead, and 
ES we cannot hinder them: but come, 1 
* officer, let us know the truth of the 
l 
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matter, was this a conventicle or no? If it 
= | was, there muſt be a place prepared for 
& her to ftand up over the people to 
1 preach; was it ſo?* No, Sir, faid 
the officer.” What then ſtood ſhe on? | 
Nothing but the earth of the grave. | 
© And what ſaid ſhe?? I never heard 
the like in all my life, ſaid: he, ſhe faid 
| 9 - +». there 


e 


the God of heaven and earth would be 
too ſtrong for the ſtout- hearted amongſt 
us; and proclaimed a day of mortality 
amongſt us, and warned us to repent, 
and amend our lives; ſurely it made 


woman make your heart to tremble ?? 
Fes, Sir, and I had no power to touch 
her, until ſne had ſaid all ſne had in 
her heart to fay.' * How!' ſaid the 


officer, and had a ſevere warrant in your 


pocket, to bring away preacher and 


hearers, and you let her ſay all ſhe had 
to ſay; you are not fit to be the king's 
officer: Send him away to priſon. '— 
Then he that was the moderate juſtice, 
went forth out of the room, and ſent 


one to me, to deſire me to go forth; 


I not being forward to go, for that 
honeſt confeſſion of the poor man, did 
me more good, as I thought, than my 
releaſe at that time. The juſtice re- 
turning in again, ſaid, Pray neighbour 
Stirredge go home about your buſineſs.” 
So I returned to my habitation again, 
and had the peace of the Lord in my 
55 boſom 


$ * 


there was a day a coming, in which 


my heart to tremble. * How! What a 


angry juſtice, you filly fellow, you an 
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. everlaſting praiſes be given to 


the Lord our God for ever. 
But this wicked prieſt, after this 


burial, went from houſe to houſe, and 


threatened the people, © That it ſhould 
coſt them five pounds a-piece for going 
to hear the Quakers.” And ſome being 


affrighted at his threatening, aſked him 


forgiveneſs; others ſaid, they would go 


again. But ſtill he continued his rage, 


for nothing would content him but our 


ruin, For after he had ſent the officers 


to our meeting, which dealt roughly 


with us, by pulling and throwing, and 


threatening ; all which did not content 
him. But a little time after, as he was 


preaching in his pulpit, he fell down 


as dead, whilſt the words were in his 
mouth; as many of the hearers, being 
then and there preſent, declared unto 
me, that they thought he would never 


have drawn breath again. But after a 


great ado, and all means uſed, that 


they could make uſe of, he a little re- : 


covered again. Bur, ſaid the people, 
* we hope it will be a warning to him 


for to leave off perſecuting his neighs | 
— But it was not, for he wa 


he ard 
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name for ever. 
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heard to ſay, © That if he could but live 
to accompliſh that work that he had 
begun, he did not care if he died pre- 
ſently.” So he ſeeing his neighbours 
not forward in anſwering his will to the 
full, he ſends to Briſtol for John He 
lier, with more of his confederates; who 
was the great perſecutor at Briſtol, 
whom he thought did his work to the 
full; for they came in with many of- 
ficers into our meeting at Chewmagna, 
five miles from Briſtol, where we were 
ſolemnly met together to wait upon 
the great God of heaven and earth; 
they ruſhed in amongſt us, and arreſt- 
ed us all in the king's name, and left 
a guard upon us, and went to the 
prieſt's houſe to dinner, and ſtaid near 
two hours; in which time we had our 
ſolemn meeting peaceably, wherein we 
enjoyed the preſence of the Lord, to 
our ſouls' comfort; who never failed his 
children in a needful hour, but always 
gave them ſtrength ſuitable to the day; 
everlaſting honour be given to his holy 

So after they had fed to the full, 
and drank in abundance, thev brought 
I 2. with 
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with them faggots of wood from the 
prieſt's, with à hatchet, and great axe, 
and commanded the people to aid and 


aſſiſt them. So they muſtered up their 
forces as they came along ; and the 


People ſeeing what poſture they were 


in, cried out, © What are you going to 
do?“ Blow up the houſe, and burn the 
Quakers,” ſaid they; then dowa they 
threw their wood at the meeting-houſe 
door, and cried out, Set fire on them, 


blow up the houſe.* Then the people 


cried out, It will burn our houſes 
that are near; and you will not be ſo 


wicked to burn the people, will you? 
Then they came in, 1n a violent man- 


ner, and laid hands on the children; 
threatening them to burn them ; bin 


ing ſome of them out, they ſaid; © WS. 


will make them a warning, to all other 
and make them repent that ever they 
were Quakers' baſtards.” | 

Then they laid hands on us, hauling 
and dragging us along, beating ſome 
with a cane, and hewing off the legs 


of the forms, and taking other forms 
by the two ends, and ſa threw the 


F riends backwards that fat thereon; 
often 
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often calling to our neighbours to aid 

and aſſiſt them. Some of them replied, 
We cannot work on the ſabbath-day.' 

So they continued the work until they 
had wearied themſelves ; then bringing 

us all out into the ſtreet: amongſt many 
people, I ſaid unto them, Where is 
your teacher?“ What is that to you?“ 
ſome replied, you ſhall be ſure to ſuffer, 
if the reſt do not.' *But where is your 
teacher?“ I ſaid again: Let him come 
and ſee the fruit of his labour; this is 
his flock, and this is your ſabbath-day's 
work, let him come and. behold the 
fruits of his labour, and ſee if he will 
be aſhamed of it.” Then they forced 


us in again, and John Hellier cauſed 


his man to make our mittimus, and 
himſelf committed us to Ivilcheſter 
Jail, where we were ſo cruelly uſed, as 


* 


is after related. | 


John Hellier being the head man in 
this work, our headborough aſked him, 
© What he ſhould do with us?“ He 


replied, © Have them away to priſon 


preſently. The day being far ſpent, 
and the journey long, it being twenty 
and two miles to the county jail, he 
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aſked J. Hellier, © How we ſhould go; 
for here are many women that cannot 


travel on foot ?? He anſwered, I will 


reſs ſome carts to haul them along.“ 

ſaid, © We are not aſhamed to 4 1 
carted for the teſtimony of our Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chrift.” © But you ſhall 


be carted,' ſaid J. H. as the whores are 


in Briſtol.“ 
So they returned to decir maſter the 


prieſt, and told him they had done his 


work effectually, for we were all com- 
mitted to priſon. He put off his hat, 


and thanked them, and ſaid, © It would 4 


add years to his life; now he ſhould 
live in peace.“ But take notice how 


fhort his days were. The headborough on 


the morrow morning went and told him, 


Ile muſt provide horſes to carry the 


Quakers to priſon on.“ He anſwered, 


»The devil ſhould have us firſt.” He "| 


aſked, * What he ſhould do to get us 
chither ? © Drive them along like hogs,” 
ſaid the prieſt, The officer was our 


neighbour, a moderate man, and what 


he did was ſore againſt his will; he 
came from the prieft's 10uſe to ours and 


told us what the prieſt ſajd, So before 
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6 
we were carried to priſon, he, the prieſt, 
was walking in the Steeple-houſe yard, 
where he had a great deal of fooliſh diſ- 
courſe with ſome boys that were there 
at play, too tedious to mention. But 
the laſt words were, he bid one of the 
boys take a halter and hang himſelf; 


and then he fell down as dead. His 


family being called, brought forth a 
chair, and othgr things neceſſary, and 
lifted him therein, and uſed all means 


they could, there being many people 


about him: Some crying out, Do not 


you diſturb the old man, but let him 
go quietly,” Ay, ſaid others, let him 
depart in peace, and do not you diſturb 
him, that his neighbours, the Quakers, 
may abide at home, and not go to pri- 


ſon.“ Some of the neighbours came 


into our ſhop with joy, and ſaid, No•́ 
you may abide at home, for Mr. Croſs 

is fallen down dead in the church-yard,” 
And he was going mad before, ſaid the 


mother of one of the boys, for, ſaid' 


ſhe, © he bid my boy take a halter and 
hang himſelf,” © Lord have mercy upon 
me! What wicked counſel' was that of 
a miniſter, ſaid ſhe; we were in good 
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3 that his falling down in the 


E would have been a warning to 


im, but we ſee it is not.“ But after 
an hour and half's time, he had ſo 
much life, as that he called them that 
were about him, rogues. So they carried 


him in his chair to his bed, where he 
remained ſome days, and died; but 


never ſenſible, as I was informed by ſe- 


veral. But we were carried to priſon 
before he died, where we had ſuch 
entertainment, and hard uſage, as fol- 
Jaws: „ 
Our keeper Giles Bale, and his wife, 


put us in the common jail, with three 


felons, that were condemned to be 


hanged, and would not afford us ſtraw 
to lie , upon, though we would have 
paid for it; they locked us up, and 
carried away the key with them, they 


living ſome diſtance from the priſon, 


thereby to prevent the under-keeper 
from ſhewing us any favour: And the 
head-keeper's wife ſaid, * There let them 
he like a company of rogues and-whores 
together; if I had a worſe places I beg. 41s 
Dt en therein. Fe 
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* And truly that was a 2 This Keeper 
moſt diſmal place, where gef dd, “ 
we had neither ſtock nor their family came 
ſtone to ſir upon; nor any Am 17 
reſting· place to lean againſt, but the 
black ſtone wall, covered over with 
ſoot; and the damp cold ground to lie 
upon. But before we lay down; three 
of our Friends, that were priſoners in 
the room adjoining to that we were in, 


put through the grates in unto us four 


duſt, or chaff, pillows, and two blankets, 
and a little ſtraw, whereon we lay down, 
like a flock of ſheep in a pen, in that 
very cold winter, that we never had the 
like ſince I had a remembrance ; where 
moſt of us took our reſt very ſweetly. 
But when I lay down in, that diſmat 
place, it came into my heart a conſi- 
deration of theſe things; ſaying in my 
heart, Lord, thou knoweſt for what 


we are expoſed to this hardſhip, it is 


becauſe we cannot betray our teſtimony, 
nor wrong our conſcience, nor deal 
treacherouſly with our own ſouls. And 


ſeeing it is ſo, Lord, be thou our com- 


forter in this needful time; for it is thy 


preſence that makes hard things 2 
TN. and 


(un) 


and bitter things ſweet, and thou halt I ins 
ſweetened the waters of a bitter cup; I 2? 
Oh! thou Phyſician of value, that can 12! 
ſtrengthen both ſoul and body, be with 1 <2 
us this night, and all the nights and L. 
days that we have to live in this world, te 
Then the Lord was pleaſed to open my 
heart unto him, and to fill it with his 
living mercy, and comfortable preſence, 
inſomuch that it overflowed my whole 
heart, that I could have ſung aloud 
of the gobdneſs of the Lord, and of his 
mercies and bleſſings beſtowed upon 
us. But I looking over my fellow- pri- 
ſoners, and ſeeing them ſo ſound aſleep, 
I did forbear to open my mouth; but 
in the morning there came many people 
to the priſon, door, to ſee how. many 
of us were dead with our hard fate; 
| ſome ol them were ſure, as they ſaid, Y ' 
that I was dead, for I looked as ifl 
| 
| 


would not live until the morning. But 
then finding us all alive and well, they 
. confeſſed and ſaid, © Surely we were the 
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people of God, if there were any.“ That 
being the firſt day, we had a meeting 


x in the priſon, and many Friends came 

; ( there, where we had a very good meet- 
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ing, and the good preſence of the Lord 
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was with us, and filled our hearts with 
joy and gladneſs; inſomuch that I was 
conſtrained to prajſe the name of the 
Lord, and magnify his power, and to 
teſtify in the yy of many people, 

© That we were ſo far from repenting 
our coming there, that we had great 
cauſe to give glory, honour and praiſes 
to the Lord, God of heaven and earth, 
for that he had found us worthy to 


ſuffer for his name and truth; for his 


powerful preſence was with us, and 
ſanctified our afflictions, and made the 
priſon like a palace unto us; and we 
would not change our ſtate for all the 


glory of the world, if it were proffered 
unto us.“ ba. 


This, and much more ran through 


me, which I ſhall omit for brevity ſake: 


But, in a word, great was the goodneſs 
and mercy of the Lord towards us, 


from day to day; that I have ſome- 


"times ſaid, * Surely the Lord is honour- 
Ing his people; he 1s weaning of them 
from this world.“ It ſeemed to me as 


if I had no habitation but the priſon; 


then Was the time for the Lord to re- , 
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veal his ſecrets unto his children, that 
he had tried and proved in ſuch thin: gs; 
for it was faithfulneſs that rendered 
the faithful ſervant acceptable in his 
"Maſter's ſight, and cauſed him to ſay, 


„Well done, thou good and faithful 3 


ſervant, thou haſt been faithful in a 


little, be thou ruler over much;* for 


J cannot believe, that him that is not 
true to a little, will ever be made ruler 
over much. No, no, therefore kee 

to truth in all things, and to the plain 


language, and teach your children ſa 


to do, and as I have ſaid. In that time 
of great afflictions, and ſufferings, and 
parting of many, wife from huſband, 


and huſband from wife, and both from 


tender children; then was the Lord 

pleaſed to reveal his ſecrets unto his 
children. And ſeeing the goodneſs of 
the Lord from day to day, and being 


made ſenſible of his gathering arm from 
day to day, a great concern came upon 
me for many careleſs ones, that had u 


deprived themſelves of that bleſſed be- 


nefit that our ſouls enjoyed with the 
Lord. Oh! in conſideration of them, 


and their geplorable ſtate, my 1 i 
ach 


hath often been poured forth before 
the Lord, crying, Oh! Lord, that 
they may come and partake with us of 


thy great mercies, as we do from day 


to day. Then it would oftentimes 
come up before me, the great diſhonour 
they had brought upon the Lord, and 
his bleſſed; truth, by their unfaithful- 
neſs, and unbelief. Yea, great diſho- 
nour indeed, they could not truſt the 
Lord, as if he had no power or ſtrength 
to preſerve them. Then Icried, Oh! 
Lord, many are weak. and feeble, and 
the cruelty of men hath been great and 
terrible, and deſperately wicked; and 
thou haſt ſuffered them to be very cruel, 
to the aſtoniſhment of many; inſomuch 
that many a poor ſoul hath been toſſed 
as with a tempeſt; and for want of 
keeping to that bleſſed guide and rock 
Chriſt Jefus, who alone was able ta 
give them boldneſs and courage to go 
through the work of this day of afflic- 
tion, many a pobor one hath*fallen, not 
knowing they ſhould be deprived of ſo 
great a reward, that we have and do 
enjoy; bleſſed be thy holy name, for 
ever. And Lord, thou knoweſt that 
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my heart is bing within me, may ſoul 
is in travail, and my bowels are rolling 
towards the poor and the diſtreſſed, the 
toſſed with tempeſt, and not comforted; 
the enemy of their ſouls is buſy to caſt | 
them down, and to fill their minds 
wo. trouble and unbelief, always caſt. 
ing before them their unfaithfulrieſyy 
and would fain keep them in bondage, 
and from returning unto thee by true 
repentance, that thou mayeſt heal their 
backſlidings, and teach them to be more 
faithful for time to come. Oh! Lord, 
what ſhall I do for them; ? They are 
often in my remembrance; Lord, open 
my heart in prayer more and more, and 
bow thy ear to the ſupplication of thy 
ſervant, as thou haſt done many a time; 
and accept of the prayer of thy ſervant, 
for them who cannot pray for them 
ſelves. Oh! Lord, if it may ſtand witk 
thy bleſſed will, once more to afford 
them a day of viſitation, and try them 
again. Oh! Lord, deal not with them 
according to their deſerts ; ; but, Lord, 
I pray thee, have compaſſion on the 
works of thy hands, and remember 
poor mortals this day's for ſurely —_ 
0 


T5 


of-them are greatly diſtreſſed, and com - 
paſſed about with many temptations, 
and my heart is pained for them.” 
And in this mournful ſtate, the Lord 
was pleaſed to ſpeak comfortably unto 
me in the ſecret of my heart, in a living 


near, and nearer than many are aware 


for a time to triumph over them, yet 
too many have grown high and lofty, 


and calamity, and what ſtate they were 
forth my light and my truth, which 


many received with thankfulneſs of 
5 heart, and with a ready mind, and 


bowed thereunto, and yielded obedi- 


ence for a time. But after I had con- 
founded their enemies, and appeared 
for their deliverance, and enriched them 
greatly, then they forgot the days of 


their diſtreſs and poverty, and the many 


promiſes that they made unto me in the 
day when they were ſorely beſet with 


many enemies, within and without. But 
L 2 ſince 


ſpring of life, and ſaid; The time of 
the deliverance of my people draweth 


of; though I have ſuffered their enemies 


and forgotten the days of their diſtreſs 


in when I firſt found them out; as it 
were without hope: Then did 1 ſend 
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ſince I have appeared for them, and 
confounded their foes, and have done 
more for them than they looked for, or 
expected at my hands, how have they 
forgotten to pay their vows unto me, 
- that many of them made unto me in 
the days of their diſtreſs? And how 
far are they gone into old Iſrael's ſins? 
Nay, have not ſome ſo much loft their 
ſenſes, as to put light for darkneſs, and 
darkneſs for light? But bleſſed are all 
they who continue truly humble, for 
my covenant is firm, for ever eftabliſh- 
ed, and never to be altered with my 
remnant that have been faithful, that 
have parted with all that I have called 
for, for my name and truth's fake; 
and who have had no helper in the 
earth but me, nor none to lean upon, 
nor to confide in, but the arm of my 
power; who could not turn to the right 
hand, nor to the left, unleſs I go be- 
fore them: Oh! theſe are mine, and 
my ſecrets ſhall be with them, they 
ſhall be found worthy to ſtand in the 
gap, and to intercede for the people, 
notwithſtanding their poverty, and the 
nothingneſs of themſelves, yet they my 


105) 


be as inſtruments in my hand, to pro- 


claim my dreadful day, and the day of 


my vengeance amongſt the people, that 
many may hear, and fear, and turn unto 
me by true repentance, that I may heal 
their backſlidings, and receive them 
freely. And in order thereunto, I will 
bring a day of deliverance for my people, 
and many of them ſhall praiſe my name, 
and tell of my wondrous works, and 
what I have done for them, that others 
may be encouraged to be faithful to the 
reſidue of their days; for I have ſeen 
many bemoaning themſelves in deſola- 
tion, and forely bewailing their loſt 
condition; for many have been made 
deſolate, by reaſon of the cruelty of 
the wicked one, and they being deſo- 
late, have mourned unto me, and I have 
ſeen the bemoaning of my people; 
and 1 have ſeen the travails of the 
faithful for the unfaithful ; and for the 


cries of the poor, and the ſighings of 


the needy, will J ariſe, and 1 will work 
a way for the deliverance of mf any 
for the time is near, that the priſon ſhall. 
not encloſe them, but they ſhall come 
forth, and declare and publiſh my 
Pe — 3 wondrous 
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wondrous works; for I will work, and 
none ſhall be able to hinder ; and many 
ſhall proclaim my dreadful day, and the 
day of my vengeance; that many may 
hear, and fear, and return unto the 


Lord by true repentance.” 


Oh! this was the glad tidings that 
livingly lived with me night and day 
in the time of my confinement: Oh! 
it was great ſatisfaction to my travail- 
ing ſoul, it anſwered the very petition 
that many a time I had put up in the 


night ſeaſon unto the living God; ever- 
laſting honour, glory, an renown be 


given unto him that liveth for ever- 
more, faith my foul, For ſurely 1 can- 
not but admire the wonderful lovin 
kindneſs, and mercies, and favours iir ; 
the Lord our God, the high and holy 


One that inhabits eternity in condeſcend- 


ing to the poor, and to the low, and the 


little; he hath revealed his ſecrets to 


many who have not thought themſelves 
worthy to be made partakers of ſo great 
a benefit; but their greateſt concern 


hath been for the redemption of their 


ſouls from under Satan's power; and 


when ma Was ay now Lord pre- | 
ſerve 


f) 

ſerve me in thy fear for ever, and keep 
me from ſinning againſt thee, that my 
ſoul may not go into captivity again. 
This was the chiefeſt concern of my 


ſpirit in the time of my great afflictions 


in the paſſage out of Egypt's land, and 
through the wilderneſs, where 1 met 
with many ſtraits, and great hard- 
ſhips, and many enemies; and many 
crooked ways, and by-paths that the 
enemy of my ſoul had caſt up to catch 
my feet in; but the Lord in his infinite 
goodneſs, who never failed his children 
that ſought him above all things, he 
provided a way for me to eſcape his 
inares, as he did his Iſrael in former 
days, glory be given unto his holy name 
for ever. This was part of the exerciſe 
during the time of my confinement with 
my huſband, and many more of the 
ſervants of the moſt high God, in Ivil- 
cheſter jail. And when the time drew 
near of our deliverance, when I came 
out of the priſon, to go to the ſeſſions 
held at Browton, I aſſuredly believed 
that the time was near (that lived in 
my heart) that the priſon ſhould not 
_ encloſe us any longer, though it was 
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altogether unlikely; for our perſecutors 
were exceeding wicked againſt us, al- 
though our grand perſecutor, the prieſt, 
was at that time taken off in a very 
remarkable manner, as before-mention- 
ed; notwithſtanding, many remained, 
that were very = and acted cruelly 
and unjuſtly againſt us; and put by 
the jury that were choſen of our neigh- 
bours, and called another jury preſently 
in the court, ſuch as they thought moſt 
fit for their turns. Then the clerk began, 
and read an indictment, viz. © That | 
we were found, or taken at an unlaw- 
ful aſſembly, in force of arm, in can- | 
tempt of the king, and his laws, crown 
and dignity, to the terror of the peo- 
ple, &c.“ And he ſaid to the jury, 
© Genlemen, you have heard their indict- 
ment; if you find them guilty, you find - | 
for the king.“ And a biſhop that ſar 
upon the bench with the judge, ſtood, | 
up and ſaid, That the' firſt Quaker 
that ever was in England, was hanged: 
for being one concerned in the Popiſh. {! 
plot.“ I anſwered, © That the firſt that; {| 
Was called a Quaker, was now alive... 
He ſaid again, He could prove by- 
7 ee Las. - 
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ſufficient witneſs, . that he was hanged 
for being one in the Popiſh plot.“ Then 
the biſhop being enraged, by reaſon he 
was contradicted, held up his hand 
towards us, and bid .us © Have a care 
what we faid, for them that. had eſtates 
amongſt us, it ſhould coſt them their 
eſtates, and them that had not, -ſhould lie 
in priſon whilſt they periſhed.” Such was 1 
their great rage and wickedneſs againſt 
us, that it was very grievous to hear 
them; but there was a ſecret cry many 1 
times ran through my heart unto the | 4F 
| 
| 


Lord; Lord, work for thy name's 
fake, and confound their wiſdom, and 
rage, and bring down their proud and 
wicked ſpirits, and bring to nought 
their miſchievous contrivance, that they TH 
have been contriving againſt thy inno- 4 
cent people; as they have been making 118 
themſelves merry, and drinking wine ! | 
to the full, and feeding themſelves with 1 
the fatneſs of the earth, as Dives did, 1 
and have what their hearts luſt after, * | vn 
and yet none of all theſe things will 1 
give them content nor ſatisfaction; no, 
no., but the deſtruction of a poor deſ- 
HPiſed people: Oh! Lord, make thy 
8 power 
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property of thy bleſſed truth, do thou 
ring to paſs this day, that it may be 


known that there is a God in heaven 


that can rule the hearts of the children 


of men, and make them to know that 


there is a God whom all men ne 
to fear, honour, and obey.” 

| And, furely, the Lord was pleted to 
hear the prayers of his children, and to 


anſwer the requeſts of them, in the days 


of their afflictions; for this jury whom 
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power known this day, and that that 3 
will make moſt for thy honour, and the 


they choſe, as they thought moſt fit for 


their work, was long abide; ; but when. 
they came with their verdict, the fore- 
man could not readily ſpeak, but look- 
ed much like a dead man. Then the 


| biſhop, in a rage, aſked him, Whether 


t * 
4 * 
f we 


we were guilty, or not guilty ?? He 


anſwered, Guilty of not going to 
church, but not of a riot.” © Of not 
going to church, ſaid the biſhop, ©* that 
1s not the matter in hand: Guilty of a 


riot you mean.“ Then the reſt of the 


jury ſaid, © No, my lord; Guilty of 


not going to church, but not of a riot.“ 
© You mean of an unlawful aſſembly. 


then 2? 


Fi 
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then?” Jes, ſaid the fore - man. Why 
that is a riot in law, ſaid the biſhop, 
Then I anſwered, * We are no rioters:? 
Then the crier of the court ſhaked his 
white rod over my head, and ſaid, © Be 
ſilent.“ I ſaid, No, we may not be 
filent, we are a ſober people, and live 
a good life and converſation; we do 
unto all men, as we would be done by; 
I never wronged man, woman, nor child, 
nor I know none that have ought againſt 
vs, unleſs for the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience: Here are of our neighbours 
that can teſtify. for us.“ The crier con- 
tinued ſhaking his white rod over my 
head, crying, © Huſh, and be ſilent.“ 
Then one of the juſtices, a ſober ancient 
man, ſaid, Let the woman alone to 
ſpeak for herſelf, ſhe ſpeaketh truth and 
2nd reaſon, let more of them ſpeak ; 
you are many againſt them, and if they 
may not be ſuffered to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, it is very hard.* That a little 
ſtopped the rage of the biſhop, and 
judge ; then they called to our keeper 


to take us away, and to bring us when ++ 


they called for us again; ſo they went 
to their dinner, and we with our keeper, 
Ro But 
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But no ſooner were they gone, but a 
great concern fell upon me to follow 
them; I could neither eat nor drink, 
but was preſſed in my ſpirit to go after 


them; and when I came, they were 


ſitting down to their dinner, with a 
noiſe of muſick play ing at the going 


up of their diſhes, which were very 


many of the choiceſt things. I went in 
amoneſt them whilſt they were at din- 
ner, but I did not ſee a fit oppor- 
tunity, but waited till they had dined; 
and as they were riſing, I came in with 


a great dread and awe over my ſpirit, 
One of the great men came to me, and 
ſaid, Good woman, who would you 


ſpeak withal?“ I ſaid, © The judge of 


the ſeſſions.” He ſaid, I am the judge; 


if you have any thing to ſay, I am ready 
to hear you.“ But he not being the 
man that fat upon the bench that day, 


I ſaid, © Thou art not the man I am 


going unto.” Then he turned towards 
the judge that fat that day, and ſaid, 
This woman hath ſomething to ſay to 


you.” Then one of the juſtices laid his 


hand upon my ſhoulder, and ſaid, © Let 


this good woman haye what ſhe will to 
| = _ tay, 


E 


ſay, we will hear her.“ But I getting 
near to the judge and biſhop, who ſat 
at the upper end of the table, ſaid, 
« Foraſmuch as you are all here, that 


ſat in judgment againſt us this day, 


I have a concern upon my ſpirit in 
vindication of our innocency ; we are 
well known amongſt our neighbours to 


be a ſober and an honeſt -people, that 


live a good life and converſation ; we 


do no wrong to any, we can do good 


to them that hate us, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe us. I know none 
that has ought againſt us, bur concern- 


ing the law of our God; notwithſtand- 


ing all this, we are numbered among 
tranſgreſſors, and have been turned into 
the common jail amongſt felons; our 
trades and families lie liable to be ruin- 
ed, and all thefe things ſhall not befall 
us, but you ſhall underſtand thereof, 
for I am here this day to teſtify the 
truth of it; for which the juſt and 
righteous God will one day plead; and 
as ſure as the day gives its light, and 
the covenant of the day and night can- 
not be broken, there is not; a man here, 


nor any that draws breatk in the open 
a all, 8 
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air, that ſhall eſcape the cribunal ſeat of 
God's divine juſtice, till a ſentence of 
a juſt recompence of reward every one 
ſhall reccive for their deeds done in. 
their life-time, whether they be good 
or evil.” 
Ji And I can truly ſay, the dread of the 
Id vis upon me, 1n-omuch that they 
{ were imitten, and palenels -ppeared in 
5 their faces, and had not a word to fay, 
[Fo But when I was going forth, ſome 
/  _hectoring young man ſud, * 1 thought 
It would be ſo, when this womb came 
in; I thought ſhe would preach when 
the ſpirit moved her; but why would 
you luffer her (ſaid he to the man of 
the houſe, to diſturb your gueſts?* Then r 
he ſaid, © Get you down ſtairs, or I will N v 
throw, you down.” I turned in again, MW 
and faid, * What wrong have I done 
unto any one here; if I could have 
kept my conſcience clear in ſtaying 
away, 1 had not been here this day; 
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but whether you will hear or forbear, ſ\ 
I ſhall be clear in the day of account, is 
1 «of all your blood. ' Sol left them, and M FE 


returned to my place, and had great 


e with the Lord; but we ea 
ca 
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f WW called into court no more that day; but 
the morrow morning early, we were 
called to come into court; in order to 
finiſhing our trial, but the biſhop came 
no more into the court, that we ſaw, or 
knew of ; and the judge was very mo- 
derate that day; a great change indeed! 
He only called to the keeper to bring 
up the Quakers, and-called ſome of us 
by name, and ſaid, © You that ſtand 
here indifted, the court fines you five 
ſhillings a-piece;* and never ſpake a 
word of payment of the money, but 
broke up the court (their buſineſs being 
done) and went their way, and our 
keeper alſo left us, to our great admi- 
ration: Above fourſcore priſoners that 
were before them that day, were treed. 
After dinner, the crier came in amongſt 
us where we were, and ſaid, Neigh- 
bours and friends, I am glad for your” 
releaſe; you are the people of God; 
men would ruin you, but God will not 
ſuffer them ſo to do.“ And ſaid, Where 
is the woman ?” I ſaid, «£ Here am I:“ 
He ſaid, © The Lord bleſs you, I pray 
you forgive me, for I intended no harm, 
nor would not do any thing againſt 
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vou; though I ſhook my rod over your 
head, I did it in no evil towards you; 
fo 1 hope, my honeſt neighbours and 


friends, you will forgive me.“ We 
anſwered, © Yes, freely ; 'P 
loving to him, and deſired his well- 


being for ever. He went his way in 


much love, praying God to bleſs us, 
and we returned to our habitations with 
the peace of the Lord in our boſoms; 
everlaſting praiſes be given unto dy 


Lord our Shed for evermore. 


Now, my children, the end and aim 
of my leaving this to you, and all upon 


record, is, that future ages may know 


that the great God of heaven and earth, 
that brought up the children of Iſrael 


out of Egypt's bondage, that made the 


waters ſtand on heaps, and brought his 


children through on dry land, and over- 
turned Pharaoh and all his. hoſt, he it 


is that is our God in whom we have 
believed, and his power is not leſſened 
that he cannot ſave, nor his arm ſhort- 
ened, that it cannot deliver this day, as 


in former days, praiſes to his name for 
ever. | 
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This, my dear *eMldren, you know 
is certainly true; but for you and all 
others to keep in remembrance theſe 
and all othgr mercies that the Lord our 
God hath beſtowed upon us, ever ſince 
he gathered us to be a people, which is 
eight and thirty years ago; for I was 
in the nineteenth year of my age, when. 
J. Camm and John Audland came firſt. 

to Briſtol, in the dread and power of 
the great God of heaven and earth; 
and I am a living witneſs that his 
powerful preſence was with them, and 
made their miniſtry ſo dreadful, that it 
Pierced the hearts of thouſands. Oh! 
the dread and terror that ſeized upon 
my heart at the ſound of John Aud- 
land's voice, and the fight of him, be- 
fore I rightly underſtood what he ſaid. 
But before the meeting was over, the 
ſpirit of the Lord moved in my heart, 
and in the light I come to ſee my wotul 
and deplorable ſtate, which made me 
to crv to God for mercy; a day never 
to be forgotten by me. And now I 
have arrived to the ſeven and fiftieth 
year of my age. Oh! the many deli- 
verances, both inward and outward, 
ER \_ "have 
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| have 1 been made living witneſs of. 
The many decrees that have been ſealed 
againſt us, the many threatenings of ruin 
and deſtructions that have been ſound. 
ed in our ears, how have we been as 
killed all the day long, and counted as 
ſheep for the ſlaughter ? And yet behold 
we are alive to this day, to praiſe the 
Lord. How have the enemies roared, 
both inwardly and outwardly, and have 
come with open mouth to devour at 
once? And how hath our God helped 
us? The great God of heaven and earth 
is he that hath been our ſtrength in a 
needful time; and hath ſuſtained his 
people by the ſtrength of his arm, and 
hath borne up our heads above the 
waters, that they have not drowned nor 
overturned us to this very day; ever- 
laſting honour be given to the Lord 
for * But our enemies hath he 
overturned, and broken their bands in 
- tunder, nad. have made them to bow 
under his dreadful power, and hath 
taken many off in his diſpleaſure, Oh! 
what ſhall I fay in the behalf of all 
| theſe his wondrous works, that mine 
4 195 have ſeen: but more eſpecially the 
1 E Oy N inward 
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inward work of regeneration ? Oh! my 
tongue is not able to demonſtrate the 
tenth part of it, that the Lord hath 
been pleaſed to bring me through; Oh! 
what ſhall I ſay at the remembrance. 
of them, all which at this time is liv- 
ingly come up before me; but bow be- 
fore the Lord, and prize his mercies for 
evermore. AG 

And now, my dear children, keep. 
faithful to the Lord, and his bleſſed 
truth that you have been trained up in, 
and your eyes ſhall ſee for yourſelves 
as mine eyes have for myſelf ; be faith- 
ful to the motion of the ſpirit of Chriſt. 
Jeſus in your own boſoms, and do not 
you overlook the little things, for they 
| that be not faithful in a little, ſhall 


fore do not you exerciſe. yourſelves in 
any matter too high for you, but mind 
the motion of the ſpirit in your 
own hearts, and hearken diligently 
to the. voice of the Lord, that your 
ſouls may live; and keep the Lord al- 
ways in your remembrance, that you fin 
not againſt him ; and remember to keep 
| to the daily croſs, which will crucity _ 
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never be made ruler over much. There- 
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the motions of the fleſh, and keep you 


alive to God, and near. unto him; 


and in ſo doing, you will know his 
counſel; and. feek the kingdom of 
heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
above all things in this world, and 


other things ſhall be added unto you; 
for, I will aſſure you, this is the way 
that my ſoul hath travailed in, and 
have found favour with God. And one 


thing more that I haye experienced, 


which hath been of moment unto me, 


that in all my afflictions, and pain, and 

ſorrow of body or mind, I have not had 
an eye to confide in man, but have ap- 

plied my heart to the Lord, and have 


poured forth my ſoul unto him; oh! 


thou Phyſician of value, that can cure 


both ſoul and body; thou that knows 


better how to adminiſter. to my ne- 


ceſſity than I can aſk of thee; from 
thee alone do I look for comfort, for 


there is none beſides thee that can ad- 
- miniſter true comfort to me. And the 
Lord, in his due time, hath appeared 
to my comfort and ſatisfaction, and 
hath eſtabliſhed my goings, and hath 
kept my feet from falling, and my 


heart 
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heart from going aſtray, unto this very 
day; everlaſting honour be given unto 
his name for evermore, Amen. Eh 
And ſince I have ſeen the good effects 
of my labour and travail, I earneſtly 
beg of the Lord night and day to do 
for you as he hath done for me. Oh! 
how hath my prayers aſcended unto the 
Lord, in publick, and in private, and 
in my concerns, when my hand hath. 
been at my labour, and on the high- 
way-ſide. Oh! my children, let it not 
be in vain, for I can truly ſay, that 
you have been the children for whom 
many prayers have been offered. wu 
Therefore conſider it, when I am 
gone from you, and can no longer 
watch over you, for my time is much 
over, IJ have no long time here on this 
ſide the grave, but I ſhall be gone, and 
ſee you no more in this world, nor take 
more care for you, nor give more coun- 
ſel; therefore have I written this little 
account of part of my travails out of 
Egypt's bondage, towards the land of 
reſt and peace; which have been through 
great difficulties, and through many a 
ſore combat with the enemy of my ſoul's 
peace, 
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peace, many a fiery trial, and through 
a vale of tears; but do not you be dif- 
couraged at it, for you know how won 


derfully the great God of heaven and 


earth hath been my ſupport in 'time of 
need, and hath borne up my ſpirit, and 
given me more ſtrength than I could 


have believed, if it had been declared 
unto me. And now I ſeeing ſo many 
profeſſors of truth, at this day, going 
on at ſuch an eaſy rate, and ſo careleſs, 
and ſo indifferent, ſo ſlighting the crols, 


and fo little regarding the travail of 
of their ſouls, and ſo little concerned 
for their ſoul's good, and ſo lighting 

the teſtimonies of truth, and ſpending 
their precious time and ſeaſon, that 


God hath put into their hands, as if 
Heaven's glory, and a ſtate of eternity, 
were not worth the looking after; and 
as if there was no God to puniſh for 


theſe things, nor any day of account. 


Oh! the conſideration of theſe things 


hath been weightily upon my ſpirit for 
- many months, and morning and evening 


hath my heart been afflicted, ſaying 


within , Lord, what will be- 


come of ſuch ? I fear the viſitation of 
* | many 
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many of them is almoſt over. Oh! 
how does my ſoul lament for them; 
and have the greater concern upon my 
ſpirit, to intercede with the Lord to 
preſerve me and mine for ever. Oh! 
Lord, my ſoul is concerned, and my 
heart is bowed at this time in the ſenſe 
and feeling of thy everlaſting love, and 
mercies, and bleſſings, that thou haſt 
beſtowed upon me a poor diſtreſſed ob- 
ject, till thou took pity on me, and 
looked on me in the days of iny diſtreſs, 
and ſpread a ſkirt over me. And now 
in conſideration of this thy great love 
that thou ſhewedſt unto me. when I was 
bemoaning myſelf like a dove without 
a mate, or like a mournful widow, or 
like a ſparrow upon the houſe-top, that 
is fitting alone. Oh! when it comes 
up before me, Lord, how is my heart 
broken, and how is my ſpirit melted, 
and how doth my ſoul love the Lord, 
and delires for evermore ,to obey his 
voice, and to bow to his ſceptre, and 
keep covenant. with him, and dwell 
and abide with him for ever; that I 
may be kept faithful all my days. _ 
1 e 
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© And now, Oh! Lord my | God, 
ſeeing thou haſt been pleaſed thus to 


deal with me, and to have a regard to 


the low eſtate of thy handmaid, and 
haſt heard my prayers, and anſwered 


many a time: Oh! Lord, if I have 


found favour in thy ſight, this once 
more hear my petition this evening, 
and grant me my requeſt ; and Lord, 


thou that haſt kept me all my life long 
to this very day, bleſs my children, by 


preſerving of them in thy fear, caufe 
them to remember thy mercies, and 
thy bleſſings from year to year, and 
from day to day; and cauſe them to 
remember what thou haſt done for 
them, and their father and mother, in 
the days of their great affliction, when 
deſtruction and ruin were determined 
againſt us; and when we were almoſt 
paſt hope, how haſt thou appeared, and 
confounded our enemies before our 
eyes? Lord, let theſe things never be 
forgotten by me, nor them, whilſt we 
have a day to live upon the earth: But, 
Oh! Lord, I pray thee, bleſs and ſanc- 
tify all theſe thy bleſſings and mercies 
EE. ' beſtowed 


2 2 81 3 7 K * 1 „ 1 | - 4 y . 8 23 
77 ̃ . ̃˙ ] 2p as 
+ . a XY 1 " 
F . 9 "Ps vu? 


— 


— 2 ” _w- 


( 125 ) 


beſtowed upon us, and give us a thank 
ful heart, and humble mind; and mote 
and more united us unto! tnee, and 
cauſe us to walk worthy of the ſame; 
Oh! that my heart was but worthy 
enough; for methinks my heart is nor 
able to ſet forth thy praiſes enough: 
No, ſurely it is impoſſible for tongue 
to declare thy infinite goodneſs, and 
thy noble acts. But, Lord, we that 
have made our choice of thee, and have 
believed in thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, have 
known him to be ſufficient ſtrength in 


time of need; and we that have known 


thy holy arm to be made bare, for the 
deliverance of us out of thraldom, and 
captivity, have known it ſufficient to 
preſerve us to this very day. There- 
fore, Oh! Lord, ſtrengthen my faith, 


hope, and confidence, that I may ſted- 


faſtly believe that thou wilt preſerve 
my children, when 1 am gone to my 
reſting-place: Lord, keep my family, 
and thy people; let not one of them 
be loſt, or a prey to the wicked one: 
Oh! Lond if thou ſhouldeſt yet add 
more days to my life, let me NP! ceaſe 
to pray for them, * their offspring, 
that 


% 
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that I may. do my endeavour for theit 
entrance into thy bleſſed kingdom, ſo 
ſhall I go to my grave in peace. And 
now, Oh! Lord, I do wholly reſign 
them into thy bands, as knowing right 
well thou art 5 to keep them through 
faith, and preſerve them all their days, 
and to do more for them than I am 
able to aſk of thee. Oh! Lord, what- 
ever exerciſe they meet withal, Lord 
ſtrengthen them, and bear up their 
ſplvits, that they may not be overcome 


with the temptations of the wicked one: | fir 
For, Lord, thy power hath been ſuffi- in 
cient to redeem my foul. So, Lord, rer 
once more do I commit the keeping of if Gt 


my ſpirit, with my children, and all ſet 
thy flock and family upon the face of tra 


the whole earth, with whom my ſoul is ere 
at peace and in unity; and do feel the anc 
renewings of thy love at this time, Þ 7, 
which is the greateſt comfort that can mo 
be here enjoyed; therefore does my anc 
heart, ſoul, and ſpirit,” and all that is af 
within me, return unto - thee, Oh! FF bo 
Lord, all praiſes, glory and honour, ang 


with hearty thankſgiving, and pure obe- edi 


dience for evermore, Lord, Nena of }| tag 
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it this evening, as an evening cicrifies 
from a broken heart, and a contrite 
ſpirit which thou never rejected; for 
ſurely, Oh! Lord, thou art worthy of 
it, from this time forth, for ever, and 
for evermore. Amen.“ | 


This was finiſhed the 13th ay of the 
ſecond month, 1692, by me, 
ELIZABETH STIRREDGE, sen. 


The laſt fourteen years of her 


life after this, ſhe lived at Hempſtead 


in Hertfordſhire, whither her huſband 
removed, with her and family, from 
Ghewmagna, in the county of Somer- 
ſet, in the year 1688. And did not 
travel much abroad in her latter days; 
except once or twice to Briſtol, &c, 
and uſually to the yearly-meeting at 
London, once a. year; but laboured 
moſtly about home, as ſhe grew aged 
and weakly; but often as the Lor 


afforded det ſtrength, viſited the neigh» 
bouring meetings in the ſame county; 


and her ſervice therein tended to the 


edifying and comforting of God's heri- 


tage, as many faithful "friends in thoſe 
ate i „N 2 i Par 18 
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parts can bear her witneſs. And great 
was her concern for the meeting ſhe 
belonged to, which ſhe frequented ſo 
long as ſhe was able; many times going 
to it through great weakneſs; and 
many living and powerful teſtimonies, 
(eſpecially towards her latter end), did 
ſhe bear in it, exhorting friends to 
faithfulneſs; frequently declaring and 
ſetting forth the wonderful power that 
attended friends in the beginning, and 
which ſtill doth all the faithful, of 
which ſtrte often ſpoke, and bore teſti · 
mony to, in the beginning of her laſt 
illneſs, amongſt her own family. And 
ſo departed this life, and laid down her 
head in peace with the Lord at Hemp: 
ſtead aforeſaid, on the 7th day of the 
ninth month, 1706, in the 72d year gf 
her age. 1 2 


A SaLuTATION of my endeared love in 
God's holy fear and dread, and for the 
clearing of my conſcience once more unto 


you of that city of Briſtol, amongst 
. whom my ſoul bath for ſome years tra- 
vailed under many a dreadful exerciſe, 


which hath made my bones to ſhaze, and 
my heart to tremble before the great 
God of heaven and earth, who will yet 


further bring bis notable day, wherem 
all fleſp ſhall tremble before him. 


ND now in the ſenfe of the great 
love of God that hath been ex- 
tended unto you of that city continually, 
firit, in ſending of his ſervants amongſt 
you, and endued them with power 
from on high, that it wrought effec- 
tually upon many, whereby many are 
brought out of Egypt's darkneſs, and 


through: the Red- Sea ſpiritually; and 


could ling to the Lord, as Moſes and 


the children of Iſrael did; when the 


Lord had wrought wonderfully for their 
wrt 5 N 3 _ delivers: 
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deliverance, and by a high hand and a 
wonderful power brought them forth; 
and bleſſed be the Lord God Almighty, 
and honoured be his worthy name, and 
the right arm of his ſtrength, there are 
many living vitneſſes of theſe things in 
this our day: Oh! dear friends, forget 
tt not, but dwell low in the ſenſe of 
your deplorable ſtates that you were in, 


when firſt the Lord reached unto you, 
and opened that eye in you, that let | 


you ſee you were undane for ever, if the 
Lord did not ariſe for your deliverance, 
when many cried out for © a Saviour, 
or elle I periſh for ever.” Oh! F riends, 
what was too dear for us to part with in 
that day for the Lord? Truly can my 
foul ſay, That all that ever my eyes 
beheld, was nothing to me in com- 
pariſon to my foul's redemption.? Oh! 
it was precious in my eye, and. to 
this very day the living remembrance 
of it dwells freſh upon my ſpirit at this 
time, and my heart and ſou] loveth the 
Lord, and blefſeth his worthy name-for 


ever, and for evermore. And now the 


Jord is remembering the covenant ww 
y"_” Ae. with: him in the days of 


thei 
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their diſtreſs: Oh! remember, remem- 
ber to pay your yows to the Lord, and 
look into your hearts this day, and 
with the light of the Lord ſearch and 
| ſee whether you are in covenant this 
day with the Lord, or no: if you are, 
ſurely you are not this day to ſerve 
yourſelves, but the living God, that 
made you for a purpoſe af his own 
glory, and redeemed you with his pre- 
cious blood. . 
And now conſider, you that are at 
eaſe in your Sion, and eating, and 
drinking, and wearing what ſeemeth 
deſirable in your own eyes, notwith- 
ſtanding the honour of the Lord lies 
engaged, and your ſouls in great dan- 
ger, and the ſervants of the Lord diſ- 
treſſed on your behalf: Oh! for the 
Lord's ſake, and for your own ſouls” 
ſake, that will periſh, if you do not 
ſpeedily repent, and ariſe and ſtrip 
yourſelves, and ſhake yourſelves from 
theſe things and come away, while the 
call af the Lord laſteth: Oh ! linger 
not, for the day of the Lord haſtenttng 
mightily, let nothing hinder you, make | 
no excuſes apy-longer, leſt you be ex» | 
hinge. og cluded 
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Fe. out of God's kingdom, and the 


oor be ſhut againſt you; Oh! think 


upon it, before the midnight cry come, 
wherein not one day more will be 


afforded to work for the Lord: Oh! 


then wife nor children, lands nor liv- 
ings, huſband nor trade, gold nor 
fler will redeem one ſoul; then that 
doleful ſentence will be ſounded againſt 


the rebellious, © Depart ye curſed,” 


workers of iniquity, into everlaſting 
torment, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.“ Oh! the ſenſe of theſe things 
lie very heavy upon my ſpirit, and 


truly bows my heart in reverence be- 


fore the Lord, and morning and even- 
ing is my heart afflicted, infomuch that 
I can fay, as the prophet ſaid, © On! 
that my head were as water, and mine 
eyes as a fountain of tears, that I might 


weep day and night, for tne unfaithful, 
that my ſpirit might be eaſed:“ For 
truly, friends, though I am the leaſt 


amongſt many thouſands of the Lord's 
people, and a weak inſtrument, yet my 


| foul is concerned this day, and my 


prayers to the great God of heaven and 


. cars are, That he would be: pleaſed 


Counts | Again 
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again to ariſe, and utter his voice, nk 
thunder his alarm from his holy habita- 
tion, and make the hearts of people to 
tremble before his wonderful p&wer, 
and that he will yet afford a day, and 
try them again, and that his trumpet 
may once more ſound an alarm, to the 
awakening of their conſciences out of 
that ſpiritual ſlumber, wherein many 
are ſleeping, and dreaming it is well 
with them, and that they are rich, and 
fat, and full, and need nothing; When 
their ſtate is miſerable, and wretched, 
naked and bare, and undone for ever, 
if they do not ſpeedily repent, and re- 
turn with their whole hearts, and cry 
to God for mercy, and that he will 
pardon their iniquities, and heal their 
backſlidings. Oh backſliding Iſrael! 
Return, return, before it be too late, 
for the Lord hath long borne with thee ; 
O thou city of Briſtol! as the teſti- 
mony livingly ſprung in my heart a 
little before thy diſtreſs came upon thee, 
I was conſtrained to ſay, O thou city 
of Briſtol ! A city of the mercies of the 
living God, he hath highly favoured 
thee; thou haſt had a day and a time, 
wherein 
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oorete: thou mighteſt have enriel 
thyſelf with the treaſures of God's king- 
dom, and mighteſt have grown ſtrong 
In the Lord, and in the power of 'his 
might, whereby thou mighteſt have 
ſtood in a living, teſtimony for the 
Lord, with one conſent, as one man; 
but now behold, the days of thy dif- 
treſs are at hand, and thy calamity like 
an armed man; and now who can be- 
moan thee, or who can intercede the 
Lord for thee? Or who can ſay to the 
Lord, why haſt thou ſuffered theſe 
things to come to paſs? Becauſe it is 
in his juſtice he hath done it.” And 
bleſſed be his name for ever, he is ful- 
filling the -prophecies of his ſervants, 
whom he hath ſent early and late to 
proelaim his dreadful day in that city, 
and year after year, and .month after 
month, hath the mind and will of the 
Lord been declared, and meſſenger 
after meſſenger, inſomuch that many a 


full tomach loathed the honey- comb, 


and all that ſeemed to receive it, made 
not a right uſe of it; for the Lord's 
end, in ſending his ſervants in bay 


pal, was, that his — might be 
| fitted 
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fitted and prepared, that a judgment or 
a deſtruction ſhould not come upon his 
children at unawares, but that they 
ſnould believe the teſtimonies of his 
truth, and take warning by it, and 
amend their lives, and be bowed in 
ſpirit, and humbled under the great 
God of heaven and earth, that your 
prayers in this ſtate might aſcend unto - 
the long provoked God, whoſe anger 18 
waxed hot, and nothing will appeaſe 
his anger, but true repentance, and 
that with ſpeed, and true brokenneſs ' 
of heart: Oh! is this your ſtate? Or 
are you this day trampling upon the 
teſtimonies of truth, and upon the ſuf- 
ferings of your dear brethren and 
liſters, that are ſufferers this day for 
the teſtimony of Jeſus, and are cruelly 
uſed ? Oh! can you forget theſe things? 
Come put your hands to the work, and 
Jour ſhoulders to the burden, and cry 
Inightily unto the Lord to ſpare a little, 
end give a little time to renew your 
Iſtrength in him, that you may do 
ſomething for the Lord, though but at 
the laſt hour; for ſurely, friends, the 
laſt hour to many is very near; _ | 
| | the 


gms T5  Ywe we: 


to work for the living God; and there- 


your breath; for our lives here are 


faid, What ſhall I cry? Cry, all fleſh 
is graſs; and the glory thereof as the 


is ſo, why will people run the hazard 


and bow his ear to my prayer; for l 
am very earneſt with the Lord, and my 


e of the Lord, that the weakeſt 
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the long invited, if. they miſs of this 
hour, they will never have another hour 


fore is my ſoul concerned, and my 
heart pained within me, and ſhortneſs 
of time is much before me, and there- 
fore I beg it of you, that you will lay 
it to heart, before it be too late, and 
conſider how ſoon the Lord can call for 


likened to the flower of the field, as 
the Lord ſaid to his prophet, when he 


O 


flower of the field: and I pray, how 
foon 1s that withered, and the beauty 
of it comes to nought? And ſeeing it 


of their poor ſouls, for that which will 
augment to their perpetual miſery; 
world without end? 

Ohl the Lord grant me my requeſt 


heart is pained within.me on your be 
half: Oh! it is you, it is you tha 
ſhould have been as Pillars in the 


av 
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might have leaned upon you, that your 
courage and valour might have ap- 
red in the fight of the weak, that | 
they might have been encouraged by | 
| ir, that the ſtrong and the weak might ! 
| have gone up together to the mountain 
of the houſe of the Lord, where the 
Lord would have taught you - of his 
ways, and you might have walked in 
his paths, and he would have fortified 
you-with might, courage, ſtrength, and 
valour, and your bow would have 
abode in his ſtrength, ſo that you would 
have grown ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might, which: he would 
have given unto you in a- bountiful 
manner,. had you wholly given up + 
yourſelves, and all thar God Almighty 
had given you, and —_ way to that 
noble. Pei that was in Joſhua and 
Caleb, who were reſolved to follow 
(the Lord, they and their families. Oh 
friends! I can hardly write what ariſerh 
in my heart, as touching this matter; 
but in the fear of the Lord, J have this 
to ſay, your eyes ſhould have ſeen the 
2 of the Lord in a miraculous 
a O manner, 


0 


manner, as * did that thus leaned 
upon the Lord, and truſted in his 
ſtrength, and believed in him, and 
then all things were poſſible, and 
by obeying of the command of the 
Lord, the walls of Jericho ſell: but 
if they had reaſoned with fleſh and 
blood, or thought the inſtruments too 
mean, or conſulted / with reaſoning, 
they had never ſeen the power of the 
Lord to do his work, neither ſhall any 
now this day, that reaſon, with fleſh 
and blood: no, no; firſt learn obe- 
dlience, give up to obey. the Lord, and 
your eyes ſhall ſee the. bleſſed 
| —_ of the Lord to be fulfilled in its 
due time; for he is God Almighty, and 
all- ſufficient, therefore let N heart 
confide in his power. 
So, dear friends, keep your hearts 
with all diligence, for out of them are the 
iſſues of life; for we all well know, 
that the people that live moſt chaſte, 
keep neareſt to, the Lord, and they-that 
are neareſt, hear moſt of his comes 
And truly, friends, the time is at hand, 
when all ſhall be diſtreſſed for | the 
| Lord, 
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Lord, and the moſt faithful will not 
ſpare of the heavenly oil; then it will 
be too late for any to go to buy. Oh! 
it often riſeth in my heart, that yet a 
little time, and time unto many will 
be no more, for which my ſoul is more 
concerned, than for any out ward ſuffer- 
ing; for ſurely, friends, it is in my 
heart to believe, that the great God of 
heaven and earth, who hath been long 
provoked, and tried many ways, and 
ſhaken his rod over this nation many a 
time, and nothing will Prevail, there- 
fore will he ariſe in his ſtrength, and 
go through this nation, and will affli&t 
the inhabitants thereof, he will bring 
terror and amazement upon them, that 
none ſhall be able to deliver out of his 
hand; for he hath long called, and 
they have not regarded ; he. hath long 
held out his hand, and they have nor 
laid it to heart, and therefore will their 
calamity come at a day unawares; and 
becauſe they have not regarded the call 
of the Lord, when they cry aloud to 
him, he will not regard them; Oh! then 
bleſſed eternally, and happy for ever- 

| O 2 more 
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more will all them be, that haye obeyech 
the Lord in their day, and avs not 
their portion wich the wicked. 
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80 with my. eee unto you, 
and that beyond uctelance, deſire: 
ing and praying for your ſouls“ 
 proſpericy . remain your loving 
e V 
Seis 2 0 Eulen srunzbog. 
2 N 5 2 1 
The 2d Day . Nie fit 11151 
- firſt Wann, z. e © 41442 LL 
5 "Ws 2 4 7 43% +3 


4 1 1 
9 » , 
* 2 


5 « # 
| . 
# f Kut 7 { N 2 7 a 5 v2 . 1 h 4 f 7 1772 
7 + 9 4 * 1 14 * ; Ka 14 v > 73 
1 6 « ne * y Fe 
5 11 8 # $5115 12 92 114 


4 1 } x £4 
| P £1 * r ? + s * 
E 6% 4 IS NAG ; FS 
J 
1 * 
- * *: 1 
* 1125 * 
i Xx: 
4 x gs 
* 
9 1 
i 
7 
# 2+ * , 
* } $ 1 
F 
F, 
o 
7 - + 
fo 
ry 
* y ” 
[4 * * * 
* - 
1 
* 0 
P 
* ” 


* 884% $4 $0: « F< 8 [ 44 - p 
Wente FH A. not 7. 24% > » its 


"Pp 


FAITHFUL 


WARNING, 


ET X N | 


INHABITANTS oF ENGLAND, | 1 
AND ELSEWHERE z | 
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Vi 1 an 1 of Lobs unto all People; 
to call them to Repentance, and Amend 
ment of Life; for by ſo doing, many 
bave eſcaped the Judgments that have 


been to be poured ben n ogg | 
Heads. e e, e 


H Eng land! England! 8 ſenſe 
O of who wickedneſs has been very 
heavy upon my ſpirit a long time, even 
many months, and years, and ſome- 
times hath my mouth been opened in the 
03: fei 
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kindneſs has redeemed out of the world, 
and the wickedneſs thereof; and not 
only fo, but they retain their integrity, 


zeal, and faithfulneſs unto the Lord 
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fear of the Lord, to teſtify againſt the 
poco of the inhabitants of this 
and: many have been my prayers and 
tears unto the Lord in ſecret for this 
land of my nativity: and ſince it has 
pleaſed the Lord of his infinice good- 
neſs, that he has been pleaſed to renew 
his mercies and favours once more unto 
this land, Qh !-prize it while you have 


time, and walk worthy of it, Teſt by 
your unworthineſs you may provoke the 


Lord to anger : therefore haſten to re- 


pentapce, Oh! you. inhabitants of 


England, and take up a lamentation, 


and weep bitterly, and let it be for 4 


lamentation indeed; and bewail your 


former ſtate, and miſpending your time 


that is ſo far gone over your heads; for 
your ſins have reached unto. heaven, as 


truly as. ever the fins. of Sodom. did, 


which the Lord deſtroyed, and re- 
pented not: and truly if there had. not 
been a remnant in this land, that the 
Lord in his infinite mercy and lovin 


unto 
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unto this day, whoſe ſouls have mourned 
in ſecret night and day unto the great 
God of heaven and earth, that he 
would be pleaſed to how his ear unto 
the requeſt of his ſervants, whoſe 
mourntul ſtate is well known to the 
Lord, or elſe I believe that this nation 
had been more miſerable than, it is. 
And truly I can ſay, that my heart is, 
and hath been for a long time, pained 
within me, and I have been concerned 
becauſe of the abominations of the. 
times, crying, How long, Lord, will 
it be ere thou wilt ariſe, Und calc thy 
oppreſſed feed, that mourneth night 
and day under the ſenſe of the great 
wickedneſs that lodgeth in this nation, 
which has grieved the ſouls of the 
righteous from day to day, as juſt Lot's 
was in Sodom: and theſe have groaned 
under it with great agony of ſpirit, and 
| ſometimes very carneſt with the Lord, 
concerning this poor nation ;. and in- 
deed I have been diſſatisfied when I 
ſaw how things appeared in this land 
of late years: Oh! out of the bitter- 
neſs of my ſpirit have I ſaid again and 
gan, < Lord, be intreated for this 
poor 
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poor land, I beſeech thee, and take 


pity upon the innocent ones therein; 
or, Lord, if thy tender mercies would 
haye ſpared Sodom for fifty's or ten's 


fake ; ſurely, Oh Lord! thou wilt ſpare 1 
this poor nat ion for thy people's ſake, 
for thou art God, and changeth not; 


therefore am I encouraged to cry unto 


thee, hoping that thou wilt be intreated 


by thy ſervants.“ And truly can I ſay, 


that I had ſatisfaction, and the Lord 


was pleaſed for to ſhew me that, that 


has come to paſs in this land, ſometime 


before it came to paſs. 


And now in the fear of the Lord, I 
have this to ſay to profeſſor and pro- 


phane, haflen, haſten to repentance and 


amendment of life, Oh! inhabitants of |. 
England, for the Lord has long ſtrove. 

with thee ; he has ſhaken his rod over 
_ thee many a time, and he hath ſent 
forth his ſervants early and late, and 
has endued them wich power from'on x 
high for to proclaim his dreadful day, 
and the day of his vengeance: and the 
everlaſting goſpel has been preached 


throughout this land; and he hath 


 thewsd his ſigns and his wonders in the 


earth, 
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earth, as he did over. Jeruſalem of old; 
what could the Lord have done more 
for thee than he has done, to gain thee 

to repentance ,: 5 85 And thou art not fitted 
for. thy, Jatter-end': no, NO; thy ac- 
| Count 1s very large thac thou haſt to 
give Unto che Lord, for thou haſt re- 
quited the Lord evil for good ; and for 

all his tender mercies and loving. kind- 
neſs, and his, forbearance and tender. 
compaſfions; notwithſtanding all this, 
thou art in thy fins and abominations, 
and going on in the broad way which 
leads unto miſery and deſtruction, and 
the end thereof will be everlaſting tor- 
ment, world without end; therefore 
remember it whilſt, you have a little 
time lent to you, and how little: none 
| knows; therefore conſider it, and lay, 
it to heart, and remember that there 19. 

a. God. in heaven. that ought to be 

feared ; for he is a juſt, and. righteous, - 
God, that will do. righteouſly with all 
people; he is no reſpecker of perſons, 

he regards the rich no more than the 
poor, put every one that ſeryeth him, 


and. worketh rightcouſnels is 8 10 
0 


(146) 


of him, whether poor or rich: 4 
this is that that will be required of 1 
a true repentance, and that with ſpeed, 
and amendment of life; true broken». 
neſs of heart, and humility of mind, 
and that in the ſenſe of his abounding | 
goodneſs; Oh! do but look back 4 
little, and conſider, and fee whether 
you can count the mercies of the Lord 
that he has beſtowed upon this land, 
both ſpirityal and temporal: no, no, 
they are paſt numbering : well then, 


do you not think that the juſt and 


righteous God doth look for ſomething 


at your hands; yes ſurely, Oh! inha« 


birants of England, a facrifice of 2 


broken heart, and a contrite ſpirit, abg 


a trembling at his word, will be that 
which will engage the Lord for to 


continue his mercies to this land; Oh! 


waſh and make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings, ceaſe to do 
evil, and learn to do well; cleanſe 
your hands, ye ſinners, and purify 
your hearts, ye double-minded ones, 
For this know, that the day of the 


Lord draws near, wherein he will be 4 
"__ 
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ſwift witneſs againſt the wicked; and 
the ungodly muſt be turned into hell, 
where there is weeping, and wailing, 
and gnaſhing of teeth for ever; there- 
fore look to it, I entreat you, before 
it be too late; and fear the Lord, and 
dread his glorious majeſty, for he will 
be a ſwift witneſs againſt the wicked. 
And thou, Oh city of London! 

what ſhall I fay to thy inhabitants, that 
my ſpirit. may be eaſed? Oh! fear, 
dread, and tremble before the great 
and terrible God, who can daſh you in 
pieces, and lay you as dead men and 
women before him ; he will pull down 
18 crown of pride, and lay your 
honour in the duſt: therefore haſten 
to repentance before it be too late, 

for the Lord has long ſtrove with you, 
therefore look to it before it be too 
late, I intreat you, and before the 
Lord pour forth his vials of wrath upon 
this land, and his long forbearance 
comes to an end, and his decree be 
, ſealed, and the angel of God ſware by 
him that liveth for ever, and ever, that 
there ſhall be time no longer, od 
| pts hath "" "then 


* 


er it will be too late, and then 


2 
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may be offible that you may cry. an 
call to the rocks and mountains to Fall 
upon you, for to hide you Aden. (bg 


Wrath of the lamb, his fury ill be e lo 
4 | 


Reine! and therefore whilſt ehe is 
ittle time afforded unto you, - Prize Us 
and prize the everlaſting mercies of ſo 
great and gracious a God, that has 
bleſt this nation with ſo many. ſpiritual 
and temporal bleſſings as he hath done: 
Oh! let not your unworthineſs“ dray 
down his vengeance upon your heads 
after all theſe his infinite mercies 403 
favours beſtowed upon us; my heart) 
defire is, that you may receive and 


embrace the love of God whilſt 1 it is 


proffered unto you, that by it your 
hearts may be ſeaſoned and made fic ˖0 
receive his bleſſings. 

And this I have more to ſay to ed 


of thy inhabitants, Oh England! be 
true-hearted one to another,” and ſeek | 


the good .one of another; and come 
down to ſobriety; let your moderation 
appear unto all people; and inaſmuch 


have 


as in you lieth, endeavour, you who. 
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bare power in your gad to ſuppreſs 
wickedneſs, that fruits of Chriſtianity 
may appear, that this nation of Eng- 
land hath made a large profeffion: of 
ever ſince I have had * a remembrance 
and underſtanding of it, and 1 believe 
long before. Oh! come now, let 
fruits of Chriſtianity appear, which 


will be better than many years talking 
of it; the Lord hath put a day into 


your hands again, wherein you may do 


| good; Oh! make a good uſe of it, 


whilſt you have it, leſt you provoke 


the Lord to take it out of your hands 


again, and leave you in ſorrow to la- 
ment; then will your latter- end be 
worſe than your beginning, and your 
account greater than ever, and your 
meaſure more filled up than ever; and 
by ſo doing, will be made fit for de- 
ſtruction. Oh! my ſoul's defire is, 
that wherever this may come, that it 
may take place upon the hearts of 
people; for ſurely it is high time for 
people to be awakened to amendment 
of life, ſeeing their time is ſo far gone, 
that 1 have ſpent in vanity and 

P pleaſure, 


/ 


{ 130 ) 


pleaſure, which will add to their ſor- 
row upon their dying beds, when not 
one day more will be left them for to 
repent. 5 


From one who wiſheth well untg 


all people, 
Ez ABETRH STIRREDGE: - 
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the Reſt and Kingdom of God, &c. 


. "Pony, bound 55. 


Lapotic de Croix, Point 85 Couronties 
lang a new Tranſlation into French, 
of William Penn's No Croſs No Crown: 
By E. P. Bridel, 8 vo, Superfine Paper | 
v5: boung, RS ops | 
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their Church Society and Communion, M 1 


Py i Wigh Penn, 1s 6d, 5 5 


1 The roc of the; O10 a 10 
New. Teſtament, &, By F. Tomkins. 
> an E to the Jeus. By 


* 
RR EN akon, a S\ - Sta... 26 RT 
*. k N W = „ - 4 
2 , * * * 
7 | N : 3 * enn ned GEE 
; 8 3 
"i 


\ 
\ 
3 * 5 os 5 


2 2 . » 7 92 
— nnn 9 "19-08" nnn * , x Canons 

Cn Sam $8 N . . 2 5 n 42 prompt, 2 ; * 

1 * ITT Ns t Ser feds ot Ara 0 


27 « 
3 “ 1 anno De — ad EA os of Her RC e 
- IN —-— RU 9 9 
1 = * * 
4 . 6; . 


n 


A * N 


Primitive Chriſtianity e deen in 
the Faith and Practice of the People 


called ue &c. gy 0 e 
1 B58 in Welch, 6d. 


The Ancient Chriſtian's Principle 
or Rule of Life revived and brought to 
Light; with a Deſcription of true God- 
linefs, and the Way by which, we may 
conform our Lives thereto, hound 8d. 


An de for the True Chriſtian 
Divinity, being an Explanatian- and 
Vindication. of the Principles of the 
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A Ctechifitn and Confeſſion of Faith, | 
approved of; and agreed unto, by the 
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Prophets, and Apoſtles ; Chriſt him- 
ſelf chief Speaker in and among them: 
which containeth a true and faithful 
account of the Principles and Doctrines 
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